






































































































































NEWEST MEMBERS

Since this Newsletter has been delayed for many unexpected months we
thought you might like to know that the following have become Members as of
July 1 (since March 15, 1994):

As Former OSS’ers: James H. Andros (OG in Greece and Yugoslavia, STAIRCASE
Mission, following North Africa, Italy and France, BSM) and his wife,
Katina, both as Life Members...Michael L. Cleffi, also as Life Member
(Radio, Italy, Egypt and in Yugoslavia, radio operator for MIL Mission to
Tito of Charles Thayer)...Helen Janeway Gilbreath, as a Life Member (X-2 in
London, subsequently transferred to Oslo where she met and married its CO,
late Lee Price Jr.)...Miriam Paul Leslie, as a Life Member (X-2 1in
Washington and subsequently R&A in Rome)...Cosmo Mangogna, as a Life Member
(Italian OG awarded PH)...Robert W. Maynard (Det 202 Secretariat staff
Kunming, Aide 109 in china)...Mrs. Henry D. Riley, as a Life member
(husband Hank served in the SO Branch in Europe, awarded a BSM)...J. Andy
Rogers, as a Life Member (Egypt, VIS, 2nd Commando 1943, Noah’s Ark OPs,
STAIRCASE Mission, North Italy, TOLMEDZO OP, awarded British MC, Greek Gold
Medal of Valor, BSM-OLC)...Theodore William Russell, as a Life Member
(Commo O/Greek OG in Italy and VIS and Greece, working for SI & MU)...Lloyd

. Smith, as a Life Member (S0/0G with two Missions in, awarded DSC for
Albania, then RAGNE Mission in Italian Alps, awarded LM)...Karl Sorg
(Cryptographer in Cairo)...Adriano Vanzetti (Italian member of GOBI/ORANGE
Mission, then APPLE 1 Mission), believed to be youngest fighting partisan
(14 years old) in the Resistance (and probably youngest German POW during
last months of war -- brother of Italian OC Ricardo Vanzetti)...and John S.
Wood Jr., as a Life Member (Special Ops, Det 10, First US Army, Normandy,
S. Brittany, Central France and into Belgium, then SI (1945) against stay-
behind saboteurs plus training Army units for counter-sabotage in Germany).

And as Lineal Descendants: Legal Secretary Patrecia Formeca as a Life
Member, daughter of 0OG William Joseph Formeca...Student Mary E. Harris as
a Life Member, grandaughter of the late Raymond G. Roccea. . .Electronic
Consultant J.R. Holt, whose late father Robert M. Murray, served in North
Africa and Italy...Luke Popovich, son of Eli Popovich (who served in
Washington, Europe, North Africa, TItaly, India and China as well as
Yugoslavia, SS) a Public Relations practitioner in Washington DC...Attorney
Warren J. Share, the stepson of Hugh S. Gary...Attorney William L. Van Alen
Jr., whose father, retired architect William L. "Sam" Van Alen, was a
Civilian in Security, first in Wash, then in Caserta and Florence,
subsequently finishing as Chief Security Officer in 1Italy...and Donna
McGowan White (who recently had a second son!), whose father Terence P.
McGowan served in COI, then SI in Africa, Cairo and Bari for Balkans.
Donna is a Revenue Officer for the IRS!

A total of 21 (14 former 0OSS’ers and 7 Lineal Descendants -- with 7 more
LD’s in the works!
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INOUITRIES

We have again this past year received an even nore increasing number of
inquiries that our small office has tried to handle/help -- frow Member
queries to authors/media/researchers and overseas request

Firgt we were told that State Dept. Foreign Affairs research specialists
who served in the tlrst postwar decade had held two reunion dinners,
numbering near 100, including several who served in 0SS and made the
transition from R&A inte State in the late 1940’s -- Any such 0SS veterans
are welcome to get in touch with William €. Hamilton, 4348 26th Street
North, Arlington, Va 22207 -- (703) 522-9015."...Then two separate, hut
much appreciated inguiries for help from the newly formed Harrington
Airfield Museum in England. They have obtained material from the 1993
Carpetbaggers Reunion (pages 2-4 herein), and would like to know more about
0SS involvement with agents that flew from Harrington and our supply base
Area H Holme (and cbtain any visuals/equipment). The first inquiry came
{rom Carl Bartram (UK Rep for 0SS Area H Holme) 100 Eastfield Road,
Wellingborough, Northants UK -- who would be pleased to show any 0SS’er
arcund Holmewood Hall, the Packing Station etc -- and the =econd from
researcher/historian Clive J. Bassett, Trustee: Carpetbagger Association
Museum & Special Forces Harrington ("Welwyn" 84 Northampton Road,
Wellingborough, Northants NN8 3LS). Take your pick, but please help!

Then, from military Historian Geoffrey T. Barker
(P.O0. Box 6456 MacDill AFB, FL 33608-0456), a
request to verify the existence of a WW II 0SS
unit called the "3d Detachment Sguadron" using the
alongside 1insignia (black leather, with brown
border, yellow lizard with stylized CBI insignia
with "3D" (white number & letter divided by white
upright on a field of red and 150 mm diameter).
Can anyone help?

Via Bill Colby, we also received an inguiry from Norwegian colleague Qla
Flyum (Gustav Jensens gt. 8, 0461 Oslo NORWAY) about American intelligence
personnel who were in Norway during WW II on an operation called "KITTEN
Mission". Names involved were Captain C.G. Selvig, First Lt. Robert Bean,
Second Lt. William S. McCall as well as Second Lt. Isma Lee Price Jr.
military, and Dr. Philip L. Boardman, Dr. Andreas Elviken, Solveig M. Mack

and Dr. Finn Jensen, civilian and possibly Frederic Prokosh. Help anyone?

Then of many authors we could not help directly, we received the following:
Writer desires any information and photographs that pertain to wWw II
Japanese POW ships and the passing of vital Japanese ship movements to the
0SS/intelligence officers. Write: LTC Robert F. Sawallesh, Ret; 2541

Brimhollow Drive, Valrico, FL 33594."...then from author/archivist Nicholas
5. Tyler (P.O. Box 549 Manotick, Ontario, Canada K4M 1A5) who would
appreciate any insight or recollections of close combat

instruction/training during WW II, for a "Hand to Hand Combat" book. Nick
would also like to locate a copy (or zerox) of the 0SS Close Combat
Presentation Branch manuals by Col. Fairbairn. Aany suggestions?...and can
anyone help Univ. of Florida Professor of German, Alexander Stephan (263
Dauer Hall Gainesville, FL 32611-2005) who would like to talk/locate
survivors of our FNB (Forelqn Nationaiities Branch) who might have had to
do with German issues for a book on German exiled writers during 1940’s

.and writer on intelligence/military subjects Wendell L. Minnick (427
wouth 3lst Street, Terre Haute, IN 47802) who would like to interview 0SS
(and SSU) offlcers who served in China -- especlally anyone whc may have
known Hugh Redmond for a book on 0SS operations in China.
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New Book News: Aline has done it again! Our glamorous grandmother -- The
Spy Who Wore Red, Went Dancing and Wore Silk -- Aline de Romamones has
written a personalized terrorist fiction novel suspense thriller, the just
published "THE WELL-MANNERED ASSASSIN" (Putnam & Sons, New York, NY, 1994).
It’s a good read (and should make a great film)...and prodigious author and
also colorful colleague, E. Howard Hunt, reports that his 75th book
"MAZATLAN" was published 1last December. It’s the third in a series
featuring ex-DEA agent Jack Novak.

Then two volumes of picture books on "the gadgetry of clandestine
services": by H. Keith Melton "CIA SPECIAL WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT: SPY
DEVICES OF THE COLD WAR" (Sterling Publishing Co. NY 1993) and our own Phd,
VSS Life Member John W. Brunner just published "0OSS WEAPONS". John (who
was in Commo, then in SI in China) reports Phillips Publications (P.O. Box
168 Williamston, NJ 08094 tel. (609) 567-0695, fax (609) 561-4967) will
give VSS’ers a special discount rate of $34.95 (includes handling/mailing).

It’s a most interesting and pictorial explanation of our different
"devices".

Also of interest to our paramilitary is the tome titled "SPECIAL FORCES OF
THE UNITED STATES ARMY" by LtC (Ret) Ian D.W. Sutherland (R. James Bender
Publishing, San Jose, CA) dedicated to our Life Member Aaron B nk, with a
Foreword by our VSS Honorary Member Gen. Bill Yarborough which states: "If
you are at all curious about what the military has labelled ‘Special
Operations’ and if you want to know more about the special breed of
American soldiers wearing the Green Beret, this is your book". And a FILS
extensive review ended by saying, "Although Sutherland’s intent was not to
‘set the record straight’ on SF, he in fact has produced the most
comprehensive and perhaps the first definitive account of this widely known
yet little understood organization...0SS veterans, as well as serious
scholars of SF, can ill afford to overlook this ground-breaking work."

Then another about to be published in London "A SPY IN ILONDON", by Pen &
Sword Books (UK’s leading publishers of military history), authored (we
understand with the help of several VSS’ers) by Roy Berkley he writes:
"It’s a walk book of London sites connected with espionage, counter-
espionage and unconventional warfare."...and word from author Bruce H.
Hiemard his book titled "THE 0SS NORWEGIAN SPECTAL, OPERATIONS GROUP IN
WORLD WAR II" will be published this fall by Praeger with a foreword by
Bill cColby. The book states: "The Operational Groups (0G’s) are the
"unsung heroes" of the 0SS, uniformed military personnel designed as hard-
hitting units to operate deep behind enemy lines to conduct sabotage

upon Axis forces." .

And last, but not least, the just published biog-
raphy on our engaging late WW II colleague Moe
Berg, per the alongside. A recent New York Times
review concludes: "Mr. Dawidoff’s sensitive
treatment (is) both tasteful and plausible. Moe
Berg’s life finally makes sense. After he died,
his sister Ethel took his ashes to Israel to be
buried. To this day no one can figure out exactly
where his grave is, so once again, as kept happen-
ing throughout his life, Moe Berg has disappeared.
But you can find him in Mr. Dawidoff’s pages, for
once not as some freak out of Ripley’s Believe It
or Not, but as a highly original, complex version  The Catcher Was a Spy

of the man who wasn’t there." Good for you Moe! The Mysterious Life of Moe Berg

By Nicholas Dawidoff
Illustrated. 453 pages. Pantheon. $24.

Moe Berg, a rookie shortstop with
the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1923.
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BOOKS/ARTICLES OF INTEREST

This is to remind we use this section to report only on items that are by
or about 0SS members/matters that you may not have seen and/or are of
special interest, especially now that, in addition to VSS VP Ray Cline’s
FILS, the truly amazingly comprehension SURVEILLANT (which covers even
foreign country/languages and WW II SOE/OSS intelligence) is also available
to intelligence buffs.

On March 25, 1993, Dr. Ray Cline
welcomed some one hundred members

First Ray Cline’s National Intelligence Study

and guests to the fifteenth annual
meeting of the National Intelligence
Study Center. He recognized two NISC
advisory board members: Richard
Helms, former DCI, and Rupert
Allason, a well known author who
writes under the pseudonym Nigel
West, Dr. Cline said that in addition to
the NISC certificate, NISC would
present a medallion designed by Jim
Phillips of Williamstown, New Jerscy,
individually engraved for each winner.

Dr. Walter Pforzheimer (chairman
of the Awards Committee) introduced
the members who had served with him:
Richard W. Bates, George C.
Constantinides, John Guenther, Samuel
Halpern, Russell B. Holmes, and
Hayden Peake. He commended them
for their effort in what is a demanding
task and for their assistance in making
the selections of fine writing for 1992,

Dr. Pforzheimer, who read the
citations and presented the awards,
spoke of the contribution Colonel
Russell J. Bowen had made to the
committee’s work in the past and stated
that the book award would be given in
his name. Dr. Pforzheimer also
expressed his special appreciation to
Hayden Peake for his faithful keeping
of the records.

The awards are as follows:

*American Book Award: Jerrold L. Schec-
ter and Peter S. Deriabin. The Spy Who

 Saved the World. New York: Charles
Scribner's Sons, 1992.

* Scholarly Article Award: Nicholas Ef-
timiades. "China’s Ministry of State
Security: Coming of Age in the International
Arena,” published in Occasional Papersand
Reprints in Contemporary Asian Studies,
Number 2, 1992 (109), pp. 1-23, and
reprinted in Intelligence and National
Security, Volume 8, Number 1, 1993, pp.
23-43.

* Journalism Article Award: Benjamin
Weiser. "A Secret Life: A Question of
Loyalty.” The Washington Post Magazine,
December 13, 1992.

¢ Special Award: Neal H. Petersen.
American Intelligence, 1775-1990: A Bibli-
ographic Guide. Claremont, California:
Regina Books, 1992.

Surveillant (October 1993):

Center (which produces FILS) held its 1993
Annual Meeting and presented its Awards for
1992 as reported left.

As also reported, a subsequent FILS
(Volume 12 Number 5) -- as part of a 45 page
document analyzing the performance of US

intelligence services during the Persian Gulf

crisis -- the
Services

House
(Subcommittee

Committee on Armed
on Oversight and

Investigations) reported in 1993 what FILS
feels one of the most valuable critiques yet

written by a Congressional Committee.

During

this time of intelligence bashing, below is
the Subcommittee’s full definition of an

*intelligence failure"

"The term intelligence failure is
apiece of journalese that has fallen into
everyday use, but is normally used
much too loosely. Most commonly, it
is adopted as a synonym for unknown
orunpredicted. If the intelligence com-
munity did not forecast a coup in our
country or a policy reversal in another,
it is said to be an intelligence failure.
The subcommittee does not accept this
broad definition of failure.

"First, as in baseball, no one can
be expected to bat 1,000 -- in fact,

baseball stars with averages below .300
make it into the Hall of Fame. Intel-
ligence, like baseball, is a matter of
percentages. To set an unreasonably
high standard does not avert failure; it
commands failure. Intelligence of-
ficers of foreign governments have
beenknown to lose their positions when
they failed to inform their bosses that a
favored U.S. senator would lose re-
election or that a new secretary of state
would be named who would alter a key
policy toward their government. This
demands too much of intelligence.

FYI.

"Policymakers and private
citizens who expect intelligence to
foresee all sudden shifts are attributing
to qualities not yet shared by the deity
with mere mortals. In Iraq, before
Operation Desert Storm, U.S. intel-
ligence successfully located only half
the major nuclear sites to which we are
now knowledgeable. This was an intel-
ligence gap. But it was not a failure
because intelligence professionals
warned that we lacked sufficient
knowledge about Iraq’s nuclear pro-
gram. It would have been a failure if
they had said they knew with high con-
fidence every nuclear site. And we can
say it was a failure that the intelligence
community did not devote more re-
sources to trying to fill those gaps in its
knowledge."

We sincerely wish others
in Washington would be
aware of this definition.

Reports another book on General Donovan is in

the works by Brian R. Sullivan (presently at the Naticnal Defense Univ) to

provide a more balanced and completely researched biography,

seeking

sources of Donovan’s involvement in intelligence and the extent to which
his legacy still influences the CIA and other agencies today...then it had
an interesting two page report/review (reproduced from Linn’s Stamp News)
of Richard B. Graham’s "WORLD WAR II SPY AND UNDERCOVER ADDRESSES", part of
a book to be published in 1994 that deals with our MO stamp operations
(previously covered in Winter 1985 Newsletter).
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UPCOMING EVENTS

First remember this Newsletter is only reporting events/reunions that took
place bhefore June 1, 1994. We will be reporting on 50th Anniversary
activities that took place thereafter in our next Newsletter to include the
1994 Jed Reunion (organized by the French at St. Malo), the San Francisco
D-Day Get-Together (with AFIO, Commonwealth Club and World Affairs Council
of No. California at the Presidio) and of course the different individual
reunions previously recorded (as well as many others that we have more
recently heard about). The following are in the works:

SECOND D-DAY/SOUTHERN FRANCE: 50th Anniversary August 14-15, 1994
US/French official and local area celebrations of landings.

REUNION IN SLOVAKIA: August 27-29, 1994 (Bratislava)
To commemorate WWII Slovac uprising and our ill-fated Houseboat/Dawes/Day
Missions, Banska-Bystrica/Polomka.

ITALIAN REUNION OF FRIENDSHIP: October 10-19, 1994 (Northern Italy)

Per the special mailing on same, DMF sponsored nine day trip from Varese
to Venice to celebrate operations Italian/American partisan/0SS 50th
Anniversary. (Hope you're coming. This will be a truly exceptional trip!)

SOTH ANNIVERSARY REUNION GREEK OG'S: October 10-20 (Athens & Ops areas)
Because of elections (20 October), Greek OG's have to meet with resistant
opposite numbers in Athens (then to different areas in which both fought)
at the same time as the Italian Reunion. Contact Ted Russell.

DONOVAN AWARD DINNER/REUNION 1994: Cancelled

Having still been unable to fix a date for our contemplated Award
Dinner/Reunion for Czech President Havel in New York this Fall, now felt
we will have to hold our next such gathering in 1995.

1995 RESISTANCE SYMPOSIUM: April 17-23, 1995 (London)
Being planned (to include Russians) as follow-up to Luxembourg 1986.

AREA/ASSOCIATIONS GET-TOGETHERS/REUNIONS: 1994 USA

1. Norso 0G's will hold their own reunion August 25-27th at the Normandy
Hotel in Minneapolis. Contact Flo Coulehan.

2. Donovan Devils 1994 Reunion: September 16-18 (Catskills)
This group Italian OG's again holding their yearly gathering for those
who, for whatever reason, unable to attend our Reunion of Friendship
in October. We hope, however, as many as possible can subsequently join
us in Italy.

3. OSS COMVETS 1994 Reunion: October 12-13 (Cincinnati/Dayton)
Our 0SS Communications/radio colleagues to hold their own Reunion
(tours of the Air Force Museum, the nearby Voice of America relay
station and an Ohio boat dinner cruise). Contact Joe Blahunka.

4. ANN ARBOR GET-TOGETHER: (Lansing/Detroit) Fall date -- Call Bob Moyers.

5. BOSTON/NEW ENGIAND AREA GET-TOGETHER: November date -- Call Dan Pinck.
Another gathering, this time for Franklin Lindsay and his great book,
"Beacons in the Night". Frank will be the principle speaker.

6. DET 101 BIENNIAL 1995 MEETING/REUNION: October 12-14, 1995 (Los Angeles)
Details later. Contact Herb Auerbach.
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