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George Herbert Walker Bush, the 41st presi-
dent of the United States and former direc-
tor of the CIA, has been named an honorary

chairman of the board of directors of The OSS Soci-
ety. He was awarded the Donovan Award in 1986. In
a letter to the Society on the occasion of the 62nd
anniversary of the founding of the OSS, Mr. Bush
wrote: “As a former Director of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, I recognize the lasting legacy of the
OSS in setting up high standards to duty, our national
honor, and loyal service to our beloved country.”

George H.W. Bush was born on June 12, 1924 in
Milton, Mass. Mr. Bush graduated from Phillips Academy,
Andover, Massachusetts on his 18th birthday, June 12, 1942.
That same day he enlisted in the U.S. Navy as a Seaman
2nd Class. Receiving his wings and commission in June
1943 while still 18 years old, he was the youngest pilot in
the Navy. On active duty from August 1942 to September
1945 during World War II, Mr. Bush flew torpedo bombers
off the USS San Jacinto. On September 2, 1944, Mr. Bush’s
plane was hit by anti-aircraft fire while making a bombing
run over the Bonin Island of Chichi Jima, 600 miles south
of Japan. Although the plane was afire and severely dam-
aged, he completed his strafing run on the targeted Japa-
nese installation before flying towards sea to bail out. Mr.
Bush was able to bail out successfully and was rescued by
a Navy submarine, the USS Finback. Tragically, his two
crew members were killed. For his courageous service in
the Pacific Theater, Mr. Bush was awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross and three Air Medals.

On January 6, 1945, Mr. Bush married Barbara Pierce
of Rye, New York. Today they are parents of five children:
President George W. Bush, John (Jeb), Neil, Marvin, and
Dorothy Bush Koch.

Following World War II, Mr. Bush entered Yale Uni-
versity where he pursued a degree in economics and was
graduated in 1948. The Bush family moved to Texas, where
at the age of 30, he became co-founder and president of
Zapata Off-Shore, a pioneer corporation in experimental

offshore drilling. Mr. Bush was elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives in 1966 from Texas’ 7th
District. During the 1970’s Mr. Bush held a number of
important leadership positions. In 1971, he was named
U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations. He served there
until 1973, when he became Chairman of the Republi-
can National Committee.

In October 1974, Mr. Bush traveled to Peking, where
he served as Chief of the U.S. Liaison to the People’s Re-
public of China.

In 1976, Mr. Bush was appointed Director of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency. He is given credit for strengthen-
ing the intelligence community and helping to restore mo-
rale at the CIA while serving as director. Later, the main
CIA building was named in his honor, The George H.W.
Bush Center for Intelligence. In 1980, Ronald Reagan se-
lected George Bush to be his running mate.

On January 20, 1981, Mr. Bush was sworn in for the
first of two terms as vice president. In that office, Mr. Bush
coordinated Administration efforts to combat international
terrorism and wage international war on drugs.

In 1988, George Bush became the American people’s
choice to be the 41st President of the United States. Presi-
dent Bush’s leadership proved critical to the resolution of
some of the most daunting conflicts of our time. After 40
years of superpower stalemate, historic events became al-
most commonplace: the fall of the Berlin Wall and the

Former US President George H.W. Bush
Named Honorary Chairman of OSS Society



Page 2OSS Society - Winter 2006

Gala Year Ahead for OSS Society

The year 2006 promises to
    be an exciting one for
The OSS Society. As you read in
this issue, former President
George Bush accepted our in-
vitation to serve as an honorary
chairman with General Brown,
Judge Webster, and former DCI
James Woolsey. We are honored
to add these distinguished
Americans to our Society’s
leadership. 

 The OSS Society will hold its annual meeting at
10:30 am on Sunday, May 21, 2006 at Congressional Coun-
try Club (Area F).  Following our meeting, we will join
with members of Congressional for brunch. Our speakers
will be lineal descendant Colin Bevan, grandson of Lon-
don SO chief Jerry Miller, and the author of the forthcom-
ing book Operation Jedburgh, which will be published by
Viking in May. OSS veteran Al Materazzi who served with
the OGs (Operational Group) in Italy will also speak. Invi-
tations will be mailed to all members in early March.

 We have tentatively planned a joint reunion in Wash-
ington, DC from September 14, 2006 until September 18,
2006 with the 8th Air Force Carpetbaggers, one time air
arm of OSS. We hope to have a reception at CIA, a tour of
the White House and National World War II Memorial, a
gala dinner, and another visit to Congressional. Details will

reunification of Germany; the end of the Cold War and the
flowering of democracy in Eastern Europe; the emergence
of a new partnership with Russia, anchored by the historic
arms reduction treaties, the first-ever agreements to dis-
mantle and destroy strategic weapons since the advent of
the nuclear age.

With the passing of the Cold War came new chal-
lenges. Seeking to demonstrate the post-Cold War possi-
bilities for collective security, President Bush marshalled
a 30-nation coalition to oppose Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait.
Desert Storm stands as a testament to Presidential leader-
ship—and American resolve in an uncertain and often dan-
gerous world.

Other outstanding Americans now serving on the OSS
board of directors as honorary chairmen are former DCI
James Woolsey: General Bryan Brown, commander of the
U.S. Special Operations Command; and Judge William H.
Webster, who headed both the CIA and FBI.

be sent as soon as possible so members can make neces-
sary travel arrangements.

 Other potential events this year include the presen-
tation of the William J. Donovan Award; a reception at the
Greek Embassy featuring a new documentary about the
Battle for Crete (www.crete1941.com) in which OSS and
SOE played a significant role; the premiere of a forthcom-
ing movie based on the career of James Angleton; and a
reception to view a Moe Berg documentary.

The OSS Society has made significant gains during
the past several years building our membership and stabi-
lizing our financial situation.  We continue to need your
help on both fronts. If you know of potential
members please send us their names and addresses or
download an application form from our web site
(www.osssociety.org). We recently added an associate mem-
bership category so that people who have a serious interest in
OSS other than veterans and their descendants can join our
Society. Building our membership is absolutely critical to the
Society’s future. 

If you would like to make a tax deduct-
ible contribution to the Society, you can do so in many
ways: as a planned gift, a donation in honor of a
veteran, with a matching contribution from your company,
or by remembering The OSS Society in your will. If you
have any questions about any of these options, please con-
tact our McLean office. We depend upon your financial
support to carry out the Society’s important mission.
Charles T. Pinck, President,
The OSS Society, Inc.

continued from page one
Former US President Final Jedburgh Reunion

Planned in UK May 5-7

A  final reunion of all Jedburghs will be held in London
May 5th thru 7th, 2006, according to Frederick Bailey,

chairman. All children and relatives of Jeds are also in-
vited. The Bonnington Hotel, Southampton Row, London
WC13 4BH will be the setting for the reunion.

Jeds will assemble at the hotel on Friday, May 5. The
following day the group will travel by coach from the ho-
tel to Westminster Pier for a River Thames cruise to Green-
wich at 12:30 pm, with a buffet lunch on board. At 6.30 pm
the group will travel by coach to the Special Forces Club
for dinner. The reunion ends Sunday with a farewell break-
fast at the hotel.

The decision to make this the last Jed meeting occured
when nine members of the declining group met, after los-
ing three more Jeds over this past year.

All Jeds planning to attend should make reservations at
the hotel by the end of February as the hotel will not guaran-
tee availability beyond that date. Phone +44(0) 207 242 2828
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By Barbara (Lauwers) Podaski

Morale Operations (MO) was a colorful OSS Unit. In
Italy, its military men were American born, the rest

of us hailed from Austria, Romania, and Czechoslovakia.
In July 1944, during an evening get-together in Rome,
someone barged in to report that there was an attempt on
Hitler’s life by disaffected German officers. This piece of
news sparked fervent MO activity: the denegration of Hitler.

It was decided to exploit the event to infiltrate it and
serve it to German soldiers on the Italian front. Whose idea
it was I no longer recall, but that very night two MO mem-
bers, namely Major William Dewart and me, the only MO
female, drove from Rome to Camp Averso in Southern Italy.
In this POW camp I spent the whole day talking to dissi-
dent German POWs willing to work with us.

Meanwhile Major Dewart cleared the “operation”
with the OSS HQ in Italy. Colonel Glavin secured a truck
and two American MPs. Within a few hours we were on
the road back to Rome with 16 German anti-Nazis ready
for “DeeDee” (dissemination of disinformation). One of
the 16 was a true artist; among other items, he made a
wonderful Hitler caricature which we printed on toilet pa-
per above the words “Diese Seite Benutzen” (use this side).

In the weeks that followed I was driven several times
to the front lines, interrogated deserters and passed on the

information to branches of the OSS in the field and Wash-
ington, DC. One such bit of information pertained to sev-
eral hundred Czechs attached to the German Army units
for no-combat operations. On the basis of this information
we wrote an appeal in Czech (typed on a typewriter bor-
rowed from a Czech priest in the Vatican). The leaflet with
this plea asked my companion Czechs to cross over the
lines to the Allies and they did-several hundreds of them-
with my leaflet in their hands.

What is a Morale Operation?  

During 2006, the newsletter will be featuring one OSS operational
 component in each issue. In this newsletter we start with Morale

Operations (MO). First, the definition we were taught at headquar-
ters: Morale Operations  include all manner of subversion, other than
physical, used to create confusion or division, to undermine morale
and political unity of the enemy, through any means from within or pur-
porting to emanate from within enemy territory.

OSS operatives practiced MO against Hitler in the European The-
ater as Barbara Podoski explains. It was also used in the China Burma
India Theater where Japan was a more difficult target. Since Gen. Dou-
glas MacArthur barred OSS from the Pacific theater, we hit the Japanese
troops in southeast Asia. Wartime practitioners of MO can testify today
that MO still lives in the press, TV, radio, “through words that subtly sell
ambivalence.”

Here’s an example that worked against Hitler on the Italian front.

Next issue:  Research and Analysis: a vital factor in OSS Structure

Infiltrating Nazi Fr ont Line With Morale Op’ s Disinformation

OSS Operations

For this MO operation WAC Private B. Lauwers
earned a Bronze Star and a commendation from her OSS
commanding general, “Wild Bill” Donovan.
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The Youngest Operative in the Free
Thai Movement in Chiang Mai
By Bob Bergin

Free Thai leader Pridi Phanomyoung once said that the
Free Thai were not only thoxse formally inducted into

the movement, but all Thais who helped in the effort against
the Japanese occupiers. This is the story of one Free Thai,
perhaps the youngest of them all.

In February 2004, during discussions with Free Thai
members at the Pridi Phanomyoung Institute in Bangkok,
I met Ms. Krongthong Chutima. She was studying in the
U.S. when America declared war on Japan, and she volun-
teered to join the Free Thai movement. Thailand’s ambas-
sador, Seni Promot, who was also the Free Thai leader in
the U.S. and who worked closely with OSS, assigned her
to the U.S. Office of War Information. She went to San
Francisco, where she broadcast news to occupied Thai-
land through the Voice of America.

Krongthong introduced me to her nephew, Orachun
Tanaphong. Krongthong had left her home in Chiang Mai
in north Thailand long before Orachun was born. The first
time they met was in Lisbon in 1990, when Orachun was
Thai ambassador to Portugal. Their second meeting oc-
curred in Bangkok 2003, when Krongthong was collect-
ing information on the Free Thai for a book to commemo-
rate the opening of the Free Thai Museum. It was only
then she learned that Orachun and his family had also served
the cause of the Free Thai during World War II.

Orachun was twelve years old in 1944 and living in
Chiang Mai when he became a courier smuggling medi-
cines and messages to British, Australian, and Dutch POWs
held in a temple compound in North Thailand. His adven-
tures started when his father, an English speaker, was called
on by a neighborhood repair shop to serve as an interpreter
for Allied POWs used by the Japanese as drivers and me-
chanics.

As Orachun’s father dealt with the POWs, he learned
they were not well treated, and that malaria and other dis-
eases were rife in the temple compound. The Japanese were
not providing any medicines, so he decided to do some-
thing about it. Medicines, fruit, and even hand-rolled ciga-
rettes would be sent to the POWs, but it would have to be
done secretly. Orachun, who accompanied his father when-
ever he served as an interpreter, was the obvious choice as
courier. He had met some of the POWs and his age would
make him inconspicuous.

The POW Camp was a long bicycle ride from
Orachun’s home. On his first visit, he found the temple
where the POWs were kept to be heavily guarded by Japa-
nese. He noticed a POW water carrier periodically cross

the road to a second temple where a well was the sole source
of water for the POWs. Orachun concealed the secret packet
he had brought near the well, and with gestures guided the
POW water carrier to it. The water carrier hid the packet in
one of the large cans he carried on a pole over his shoulder
and walked past the Japanese guards.

Over the many visits that followed, Orachun perfected
his technique and his cover as just another neighborhood
kid who played around the temple and was thus unworthy
of the attention of the Japanese guards. He was always
afraid. He had heard the stories of how cruel the Japanese
could be to Thais for trivial offenses.

Orachun’s last visit to the POWs was his most satis-
fying one. In addition to medicines and other items, mes-
sages on developments in the war were concealed in the
small containers that Orachun delivered. This last one con-
tained news that the war was ending. He stayed and watched
the water carrier walk the container past the guards and
heard the compound erupt with shouts as the news cir-
culated among the POWs. They now knew what their
guards had not yet been told — that the Japanese had
lost the war.

A year after the war, Orachun’s family was awarded
a plaque by the British government. Orachun finished his
studies in Bangkok, won a scholarship to study in Madrid,
and went on to a distinguished career as a diplomat. He
served as Thailand’s ambassador to the People’s Republic
of China and North Korea, to Portugal, Mexico, and Cen-
tral America.

Today he is an associate judge at the Central Intellec-
tual Property and International Trade Court in Bangkok.

Orachun (right)
with father
(holding
plaque) and
older brother.
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For various reasons it is unsound to men-
tion the names of personnel passing
through this Reallocation Center. There-
fore all guys about whom these feature
stories are written are “guys named Joe.”

From Camp Newsletter Attention Please
published by the OSS Presentation Branch
The following vignette is reproduced from a 1944
edition of Attention Please.

Joe this week is a 24-year-old lieu-
tenant from Philadelphia. His nickname
is Mike, and since Mike is as good an
assumed name as Joe, we might as well
use that name for him from now on.

Mike has been in the Army 6½
years, got his commission at OCS after
being an EM for several years. He has
earned an enviable collection of ribbons,
his last one resulting from a stretch in
the CBI theater. He got quite a work-
out on the trip, ending up at one point
with malaria, trench mouth, dysentery,
leech bites, dengue fever, and jaundice.

“Outside of that,” he explains “I
felt fine.”

He was impressed with some of the
native Burmese that he met. One of
these tribesmen was a sergeant major,
husky, spoke good English, could handle
a Bren gun with considerable skill. The
British sent the sergeant major on a
mission one day. The objective was to
get Japs.

The sergeant major got a few Japs
all right, but it hadn’t been sufficiently
explained to him that the Japs were

needed for intelligence purposes. Result
was he showed up a week or so later
with five right ears. Proudly he depos-
ited his trophies on the CO’s desk, and
was quite indignant when the situation
was explained to him.

“Why didn’t you tell me you wanted
live Japs,” he demanded.

The Road Back
When Mike’s malaria, dengue fever

et al really got tough, he was evacuated.
After traveling a few days, the jeep was
stopped cold at a knocked-out bridge.
The river banks at that point were 60
to 80 feet high.

Mike shacked up in a hut near the
river bank, while three British officers
went off looking for some elephants to
carry the group across the river.

About 0300 hours, Mike awakened
to find that his mosquito net was being
pulled off his bed. It was pitch dark,
except for occasional flashes of light-
ning that cut through the thunderstorm
raging outside.

In one of the lightning flashes Mike
suddenly saw that he was sharing his
shack with a full-sized elephant. The
animal, having pulled off the mosquito
net, was waving it in his trunk.

The elephant wasn’t entirely in-
doors, as his shack wasn’t big enough.
He had his head and shoulders inside,

and was more or less wearing the shack
over his shoulders, like an old lady wears
a tippet.

This got more alarming when the
whole shack began to move with the el-
ephant in the direction of the 80-foot
riverbank. Mike didn’t know whether he
would end up dumped into the river, or
buried under a collapsed hut. Not liking
either alternative, Mike jumped out of
bed, grabbed a native bludgeon called a
Daw, and to the accompaniment of a mi-
raculous stream of profanity spent the
next hour beating the elephant back to
its tether post.

Members of the Historical Com-
mittee of the Ascension Cathe-

dral of Oakland, California hosted a
banquet honoring sculptor Andrew G.
Saffas for creating a statue symbol-
izing the Greek American Operational
Group volunteers who fought behind
enemy lines during World War II. The
event took place in the Ascension Com-
munity Center on December 6, 2005.

In the Hellenic Army Park in
Athens on May 26, 2005, the bronze
solider statue was unveiled honoring
the volunteers who fought in occupied
Greece. (See story in Summer 2005
issue-page 5.)

Over two hundred came from as
far as Oregon and Pennsylvania to

Greek Sculptor Honored by Historical Committee
participate in the celebration, includ-
ing Nicholas H. Cominos and An-
drew S. Mousalimas, two of the sur-
viving volunteers.

Mousalimas, Cominos, and fam-

ily members presented Mr. Saffas with
a Steuben Glass Eagle as a token of their
appreciation. Speaking with emotion,
Mr. Saffas said much of what motivated
him through the six-year endeavor was
his pride in his Greek heritage and in
the accomplishments and courage of the
Greek people during World War II.

Mr. Saffas went on to say, “It
was the greatest honor for me to be
the sculptor for this most worthy
monument. In Athens, today a bronze
soldier stands atop a beautiful Penelic
Marble base, and he speaks for the 224
courageous men whose names appear
on the face of the monument, attest-
ing to the historical contribution they
made to the liberation of Greece.”

Left to right: Nicholas Cominos and
Andrew Mousalimas at unveiling.
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by  Sgt. Joe Healy

The Colonel Aaron Bank
Hall was dedicated dur-

ing a formal ceremony No-
vember 21, 2005. The build-
ing, formerly known as the
Special Operations Academic
Facility, is Fort Bragg’s larg-
est academic facility. Bank,
who died in April of 2004, is
remembered as the father of
Special Forces.

Battling solid winds and
a steady rain, approximately 200 soldiers, civilians, and
retired Green Berets braved the elements to view the rib-
bon-cutting ceremony. “Colonel Bank was the pioneer of
Special Operations,” said Retired Maj. Gen. John Singlaub,
chairman of The OSS Society. “Bank believed special op-
erators were a brotherhood of men who were risk takers.
They had confidence in themselves and in their chain of
command.”

Speaking to the audience in fluent English, French
and German, Mrs. Katherine Bank, Bank’s widow, thanked
many life-long friends in the audience. Both Singlaub and
Bank served in the Office of Strategic Services. Its mem-
bers helped create the U.S. Special Forces and Central In-
telligence Agency during the 1950s.

Bank was fanatical about training, Singlaub re-
membered. “He believed that soldiers must have expert

OSSer Aaron Bank Honored at Special Forces Ceremony

knowledge of their weapon systems—so much knowl-
edge that firing the equipment should be second nature.
Then the soldier could focus solely on the mission,”
Singlaub said.

The training at Bank Hall educates soldiers in Spe-
cial Forces, Psychological Operations and Civil Affairs.
Language courses there include French, Spanish, Russian
and Arabic. The Army’s elite soldiers train there.

“President Kennedy once said, ‘A nation reveals it-
self by the men it produces and the men it honors,’” said
Maj. Gen. James W. Parker, commanding general, U.S.
Army John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School.
“Today we remember a truly great man.” Parker listed
Bank’s military achievements: OSS member; first-ever of-
ficer of the 10th Special Forces Group; responsible for the
first Special Forces Training Doctrine; and named Father
of Special Forces by a congressional resolution. Parker also
said that Bank would be proud to know that soldiers train
with modern technology, such as computers and satellites,
in the facility which bears his name.

 Bank’s military awards and decorations included: the
Soldier’s Medal, the Bronze Star Medal with “V” device,
the French Croix de Guerre. Campaign medals included:
the World War II European Theater and Asiatic-Pacific
Theater Medal, the Korean Service Medal, the UN Ser-
vice Medal, the World War II Victory Medal, the Ameri-
can Defense Service Medal, the Combat Infantryman
Badge and Master Jump wings.

An early leader of the Army’s Airborne forces, Retired
Lt. Gen. William Yarborough,who gained president

John F. Kennedy’s blessing for special forces soldiers to
wear green berets, has died, a family spokesman announced.
He was a life member of OSS. Yarborough was born on
May 12, 1912, in Seattle Wash., graduated from West Point
in 1936, served in the military for 35 years and held high-
levels posts in the Army’s Airborne, special operations and
intelligence branches.

He was made commander of the Army’s Special
Warfare Center, now the John F. Kennedy Special Warfare
Center and School at Fort Bragg, in 1961 as the Vietnam
War was increasing the demand for stealth combat skills.
He retired in 1971.

In 1941, he designed the paratrooper’s boot and uni-
form and the winged insignia given to qualified paratroop-
ers, according to Yarboroughs’ official army biography. The
winged insignia is based on the OSS spear.

Yarborough led paratroopers into battle in North Af-

rica, Salerno and Anzio in Italy, and southern France dur-
ing the Second World War. Yarborough’s military service
also is commemorated with a knife named after him and
issued only to current or former Green Berets. Each
Yarborough knife bears a serial number registering its
owner. Services will be held this spring in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.

Army Special Operations Pioneer Lt. Gen. William Yarborough Dies

Yarborough with President Kennedy, early 1960s
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Roy Matsumoto walked through  hell and emerged vic-
torious. Although born in Los Angeles, Calif., and a

graduate of Long Beach Polytechnic High School, Matsu-
moto was sent to a Japanese-American internment camp
in Jerome, Arkankas in 1942.

While interned he joined the U.S.
Army, which landed him in a unit—
Merrill’ s Marauders—behind Japanese
lines with the task of destroying enemy
communications and supply lines. Death
would have been a better fate than cap-
ture, which could have cost his family
members in Japan their lives. He carried
two grenades—one for the enemy and
one for himself.

In March 1944, his unit was sur-
rounded by Japanese troops in a Burma
jungle, cut off from water and food for
ten days. Matsumoto infiltrated enemy
lines and learned of their impending attack; the Marauders
met the enemy with devastating fire. When the enemy troops
got the order to retreat, Matsumoto yelled contrary orders in
their dialect, sending them to their death. In the end,
Matsumoto was credited with saving the lives of 700 of his
fellow soldiers.

Matsumoto later did intelligence missions for OSS
Detachments 101 and 202 behind enemy lines near the
French Indochina border. He also interviewed Japanese
prisoners awaiting trial for war crimes. Matsumoto faced
death, he said, because he wanted to prove he was a good

American. “I was angry, but I couldn’t do anything about
it.” Matsumoto said of being interned.

For sixty years America has been showing its undy-
ing gratitude to Matsumoto, who retired from the Army as

a master sergeant. He received the Legion
of Merit, five Bronze Stars, two Presiden-
tial Citations and a Combat Infantry
Badge. In 1995 Burma presented
Matsumoto with its Medal of Freedom and
a Burmese Green Beret. Matsumoto’s
name is among 14 Nisei listed on a Ranger
Memorial at Fort Benning, GA. The
plaque reads: “A grateful nation dedicates
this plaque to Americans of Japanese de-
scent for service above and beyond the call
of duty.”

Matsumoto, at age 91, has been in-
ducted as an honorary member of the Spe-
cial Forces Regiment or Green Berets. He

was notified of the honor by Maj. Gen. James W. Parker,
commanding officer of the Green Berets. “Your selfless
dedication to our nation is greatly appreciated and not for-
gotten,” Parker wrote to Matsumoto. “Your distinguished
service in the 5307th Composite Unit (Merrill’s Maraud-
ers) and later with the Office of Strategic Services is an
inspiration to all Special Operators. The accomplishments of
you and your fellow comrades set the stage for today’s Spe-
cial Forces who are at the forefront of the War on Terrorism.
Without men like you who have gone before us, we would
not be on point for America today.”

Roy Matsumoto Named Honorary Member of Special Forces Regiment

Special Ops Experience Needed

OSS veterans in the vicinity of Carmel, California are
invited to participate in a graduate school class on

special operations. I teach “History of Special Operations”
in the Special Operations Program in the Department of
Defense Analysis at the Naval Postgraduate School,
Monterey, California. I devote a lesson of my course to the
OSS. I would be very pleased to have any OSS veteran
participate in the class, at his/her convenience, to discuss
their experiences, answer questions, or otherwise
contribute.Our students are U.S. Army and Navy special
operations officers, special forces, and SEALS. We also
have international students from their home country’s spe-
cial forces units.

Before I became a professor with a Ph.D, I was a
special Forces officer in El Salvador and Panama. I have
recently served in Iraq and Afghanistan. Any assistance
from OSSers would be appreciated.

Dr. Kalev I. Sepp - kisepp@nps.edu

A New OSS Member Recalls
Dear Colleagues:
Your interest in augmenting the membership encourages
me to apply though I am over eighty. I was recruited and
spirited away from the Navy in 1944 by Caroline Wilkinson
of SI in Washington D.C. My arm was still sore all the
shots when I was on my via troop ship, the Isle de France,
headed for Scotland, London and my destination, Paris,
where I worked in the registry for the rest of the war. I was
bilingual in French with a flawless Parisian accent and had
a working knowledge of German and Italian, useful in my
SI job though I dreamed of more heroic feats.

I was very lucky to be one of the few who were sent
home a month after V.E. Day so I was able to plan a sum-
mer wedding to Dr. Levin L. Waters of the OSRD, Chemi-
cal Warfare Division, when I returned home. That’s the
story in a nutshell. Priscilla W. Norton, (Maiden name -
Priscilla Alden Hall-Warneke) 2988 Thimble Islands Rd.,
Stony Creek, CT 06405
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Nonagenarian OSSer Still
Winning at Tennis

 The following item ran in the January 2006 Har-
vard Magazine:

The class of 1935’s top tennis players had further suc
cess this past summer. Fisher Howe was runner-up in

the July in the 2005 National Public Parks Championships
for men age 90 and over (“Super Seniors”), held in Stam-
ford, Conn. In August, Howe and Summer Rodman were
runners-up in the National Grass Court Championship
Doubles for the 90-year-olds. This was a repeat of an ear-
lier success: in 2000, they were runners-up in the 85-year-
olds’ tournament.

Fisher Howe was one of the early OSSers assigned
to the London Station during WWII. He later was trans-
ferred to the CBI Theater with the newly-organized Mari-
time (MU) division. His MU memories will appear in the
summer newsletter featuring that branch of OSS. Fisher
now lives in Washington, D.C.

National Ar chives Celebrates John
Taylor’s 60th Anniversary

National Archivists met November 14, 2005 to cel-
ebrate John Taylor’s 60 years at the National Archives.

Michael Kurtz, who has worked for many years with Tay-
lor and the Archives Services, observed:

“John Taylor’s service to the National Archives and
to generations of researchers is a remarkable achievement.
John’s dedication, his zest for finding the records a re-
searcher really needs, and his unfailing good humor serves
as a model for all archivists.”

A few days earlier, in a November 9 speech in the
U.S. House of Representatives, Rep. Chris Van Hollen of

Maryland commended Taylor. “His service at the National
Archives is legendary,” declared Van Hollen.

 Allen Weinstein, the head of the National Archives
and Records Administration (NARA), a noted historian with
a Ph.D. in American studies from Yale, presented a plaque
to Taylor recognizing his 60 years of service. The two met
when Weinstein was still a student at Yale. When he was
nominated to head NARA, Weinstein asked if John Taylor
was still working at the Archives. Taylor remarked: “I al-
ways had a feeling that if I lasted long enough, one of my
researchers would become head archivist of NARA.”

Mr. Taylor has also assisted many OSSers who have
written books about their careers in OSS or WWII actions
related to OSS. These include: Aline, Countess of
Romanones, Helen Adams, John Brunner, Oliver Caldwell,
William J. Casey, Ray Cline, Chester Cooper, Rene
DeFourneaux, Harold Deutch, Richard Dunlop, Edward L.
Field, Samuel Halpern, Edward Hymhoff, Aldo Icardi,
Geoffrey Jones, Peter Karlow, Frank Lindsay, Albert
Materazzi, Elizabeth McIntosh, Frank Mills, Dan Pinck,
Barbara Podoski, Martin Quigley, Walter Rostow, John Sin-
glaub, Peter Tompkins, and John Waller.

Memorial Service Held for
OSSer Slain in Slovenia

Amemorial ceremony in honor of Captain Charles
Fisher was held on December 27, 2005 in Kamnik,

Slovenia. Captain Fisher was a member of the Office of
Strategic Services and served in Slovenia during World
War II in support of the partisans. He was shot and killed
on December 27, 1944 by the Germans. He is the only
known American service member buried in Slovenia.

The ceremony was supported by an honor guard from
the Slovenian Armed Forces, members of the League of
Combatants (Zveze Borcev), and the Mayor of Kamnik.
Attendees included various former Slovene partisans,
as well as former members of OSS and British Special
Operations.

Archivist John Taylor (right) with Allen Weinstein at
anniversary party held in Taylor’s honor.
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Military Metaphors:
An SADM for Saddam
by Dan Pinck

The first act of war in Iraq be-
gan fifteen years ago with dra-
matic success and our philology
was in primetime order. The
metaphors that we deployed in
Desert Storm performed ex-
ceedingly well. Smart neolo-
gisms and jargon that we de-
ployed then hid our targets with
mind-bending precision in the
early attack waves, followed by
equally smart, multi-purpose,

tactical abbreviations and surface-to-surface acronyms. The
language of war in Desert Storm was expertly programmed
to obfuscate our knowledge of what was happening and
why. Just when we partially deciphered its meaning, the
war was over. Or so it seemed.

In the intervening years, third generation payloads of
military metaphors, abbreviations and acronyms–as well
as embedded jargon–have jammed our perceptions of our
current war and what it’s about. Much of the time, we have
little or no idea at all what our military, political and diplo-
matic leaders are talking about; and we suspect that some
of them don’t either. Their coded-language switch systems,
guided by knowledge-deflecting, on-rotary, jargon launch-
ers conduct evasive philological missions that dissemble
detectability.

Our current war, Operation Iraqi Freedom, began not
with tales of arms and the man but with technology and
assets. GAs (ground attack aircraft), supported by
GAFAWGs (general aviation fuel allocation working
groups) equipped with CADMs (clustered airfield demoli-
tion munitions) and MOABs (massive ordnance air burst)
and the neo-lexicon arsenal of tracers that shocked and awed
us by its destructive misdirection. Smart bombs are de-
fined by dumb televidiots.

As soon as Pentagon operatives achieve the appro-
priate euphemism that meshes with their problematized (the
Pentagon’s word, not mine) carcinomenclature (James
Thurber’s word, not mine), they pursue additional targets
of opportunity. The marinade is topped by a retired general
leaking the fact that we have a SADM for Saddam; the
general explains on television, between advertisements for
spaghetti and Pepsi, that a SADM “weighs less than 163
pounds. Its safeguards and arming features include a mechani-
cal combination lock PAL, M96 locking device, internal timer,
M3 and M4 coder-transmission, and an M5 decoder-receiver.
I can’t tell you that is actually a small nuclear missile and that
its acronym, SADM, stands for Special Atomic Demolition

Munition.” We need to know that.
Emotionally and philologically, the war terminol-

ogy is antiseptic. It’s a kind of feel-good language, closer
to a movie about war than war itself. Plain language
has been amputated.

On the ground, the current war is primeval, as all
wars are eventually. No new words are able to camouflage
the fact that war is full of blood, pain and insanity, and that
miscalculations and improvisations, and skill and courage
determine the course of battle. Neither the black boxes of
technology nor obfuscatory language can erase the bed-
rock of plain knowledge: war is war and soldiers and civil-
ians die. Peace is an afterthought.

Dan Pinck is an OSS veteran who served behind the
lines in China. His article, Prisoners of War, is in the cur-
rent issue of The Intelligencer.

John Ford
Goes to War

In a new documentary cen-
tered on legendary film-

maker John Ford’s cinematic
contributions to Allied morale
during World War II, actor/
musician Kris Krist-offerson
narrates how director Ford
turned his back on Tinseltown
to fulfill his patriotic duty
with the OSS photo unit.

By the time the United States became involved in
World War II, John Ford was already a film legend, but
when Uncle Sam came calling the veteran filmmaker
eagerly packed his cameras and set his sights on the
front lines.

Though Ford did sustain battlefield injuries during
the production of the Oscar-winning documentary The
Battle of Midway, the remarkable film endeared him to
patriotic American audiences across the country and his
next wartime effort, 1943’s December 7th, proceeded to
earn the filmmaker yet another Oscar.

In addition to featuring footage from these and other
lesser-known wartime films from Ford, John Ford Goes
to War also offers an intimate look at the complex film-
maker and explores his remarkable legacy through both
archive footage and interviews with such notable directors
as Oliver Stone and Peter Bogdanovich.

Jason Buchanan, All Movie Guide

Ford was head of the OSS Field Photographic Branch which
produced scores of films up through the Nuremburg Trials.

q
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Book Notes
OSS Weapons (Second Edition) by Dr.
John W Brunner, Ph.D.  
This is the definitive historical study
of those deadly, effective weapons de-
veloped and used by OSS overseas dur-

ing WWII. Production of these weapons was primarily the
job of the Office of Research and Development, and what
a gamut of destructive devices they were able to produce!
The table of contents lists scores of spy paraphernalia: the
stiletto, the lock-picking knife, the limpet, the dart gun,
the silenced Caliber .22 pistol, the dust igniter, explosive
coal, time pencils, the matchbox camera, the foot shooter!

The author is considered a leading historical re-
searcher of clandestine wartime weapons.  He was himself
a member of OSS, serving in the CBI Theater. His exten-
sive historical collection of clandestine weaponry is on per-
manent display at the Special Forces Museum, Ft. Bragg, N.C.
The book contains numerous pictures of weapons and other
deadly devices with detailed and often deadly descriptions
of how they were used and the devastating results.  It is a
handsome coffee table book that should be kept out of the
reach of children! (Phillips Publications)

To Honor Our Veterans: An Oral His-
tory of World War II Veterans from
the Bayou Country-European Theater
by Jason Theriot.
This book, a tribute to the WWII vet-

erans of Acadiana (Cajuns) in South Louisiana, is the last
of his series of Cajun oral histories on three world-wide
war fronts. The stories of sacrifices, front line perils, and
human interest anecdotes are told by these Cajuns with
refreshing candor, emotion, and sometimes humor. Of par-
ticular interest to OSS vets is the chapter which deals with
“Cajun espionage,” activities of the French-speaking Cajuns
assigned to OSS in France. These Cajuns were trained at
OSS facilities in common weaponry and self-defense be-
fore going overseas, but one of their major assets was their
basic command of the French language for behind-the-lines
missions. The OSS Cajuns worked closely with the French
Maquis and are credited with forwarding critical intelli-
gence to the allies during the invasion. The book also has
excellent wartime photos of occupied France. (Jason P.
Theriot)

The Jungle War:  Mavericks, Ma-
rauders and Madmen in the China-
Burma-India Theater by Gerald Astor.
In this book, Astor relates the sprawl-
ing, dramatic tale of the CBI Theater
in which forceful personalities battled

chaos, and “conventional warfare” was simply impossible.
He tells of the legendary Claire Chennault who commanded
the Flying Tigers; General Joseph “Vinegar Joe” Stillwell,
the brilliant but abrasive U.S. theater commander who
battled his British counterparts almost as much as he did
the Japanese; General Frank Merrill of the Marauders;
British maverick General Orde Wingate who created the
famous Chindits. CBI was a study in contrasts. As the most
sophisticated aircraft streaked across the CBI theater skies,
foot soldiers, including OSS/101 men, slogged their way
through thick, disease-ridden rain forests. Astor recreates
the ordeal and horror of jungle combat through firsthand
accounts by the men who lived to tell about it. (John Wiley
and Sons)

Counterspy: Memoirs of a Counter-
intelligence Officer in World War II
and the Cold War by Richard Cutler.
A real-life story with shadowy twists
that seem familiar from the fiction of

John le Carre or Ian Fleming. The book is an on-the-ground
account of the actual details of espionage—from the ex-
hausting, bureaucratic paperwork of “vetting” agents to de-
termine their reliability, to bona fide tales of high intrigue.
In CIA Cutler worked street level within the hall-of-mir-
rors world of espionage, capturing Soviet agents and turn-
ing them into double agents to spy for the United States
and provide misinformation to the Soviets.

Cutler describes driving 100 miles through Germany’s
Soviet Zone with a drug-addicted Russian intelligence of-
ficer who wanted to defect. Armed with .45-caliber pis-
tols, Cutler and two guards “Americanized” the Russian
with a U.S. Army uniform, a crew cut and chewing gum to
get him through two Russian checkpoints.

Cutler had worked in OSS after receiving a law de-
gree from Yale University. He went to work for the Wall
Street law firm of Donovan, Leisure, Newton, Lombard
and Irvine. The founding partner of the firm was Maj. Gen.
William Donovan head of the OSS. Cutler worked briefly
at the law firm, entering the Army Air Force as a second
lieutenant. He transferred to the OSS and was assigned to
London. (Brasseys)

Ordinary Heros by Scott Turow is an-
other one of his novels that brings
WWII alive in reconstruction of the
elusive clandestine life of a soldier,
and the interaction on his career by an

OSS officer suspected of being a mole.  Add this to Turow’s
other six best sellers. (Farrar Straus Giroux)
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Book Notes
The Unknown Ambassadors: A Saga
of Citizenship by Phyllis Michaux
This provocative book by a former
OSS WAC traces her efforts to estab-
lish and improve rights of Americans
living abroad; the citizen rights of chil-

dren of dual-nationality couples; Medicare benefits for over-
seas Americans; equitable tax treatment; and voting rights.

Since WWII, thousands of Americans now live
abroad, not only as diplomats, military, and business people,
but as teachers, students, writers, artists, engineers, mis-
sionaries, and scientists.

The author was one of these overseas Americans.
Born in Washington, D.C., Phyllis Michaux married a
French citizen after she had served with OSS in London,
Wiesbaden in the famous OSS champagne factory in

Wiesbaden, and in Paris. After the birth of her first child,
she became concerned with American citizenship laws as
they pertained to children born overseas of dual-national-
ity couples. Her concerns ended up with a feisty determina-
tion to preserve citizenship rights and American identity and
she was finally able to get a law enacted to remedy these basic
problems.

Michaux was instrumental in founding the Associa-
tion of American Wives of Europeans (AAWE) in 1961
and the Association of American Residents Overseas
(AARO) in 1973. Her book, replete with examples of over-
seas citizenship problems of Americans abroad, will ap-
peal to many OSS men and women who remained abroad
after WWII and faced the bureaucracy in our government
that once caused so many of them to lose their citizenship
and their rights as Americans. (Aletheia Publishers)

By Rebbecca Do for The Courier
Houma, La.—Two local men told a group of World

War II buffs here that Cajuns helped win the war. South
Louisiana natives acted as a liaison between American com-
manders and leaders of the French resistance who were
helping them fight the Germans.

“The Cajuns’ contributions are immeasurable,” said
Jason Theriot, an author and historian, who spoke at the
monthly World War II Roundtable meeting along with Rob-
ert J. LeBlanc, a veteran who served in the Office of Stra-
tegic Services. The 33-year-old Theriot has interviewed
LeBlanc, 83, and other OSS veterans for inclusion in his book,
To Honor Our Veterans:An Oral History of World War II Vet-
erans from the Bayou Country-European Theater.

Theriot said south Louisiana soldiers as young as 18
and 19 made the Normandy invasion possible. The effort,
he said, remains the largest invasion by way of sea and
was the defining moment of WWII. The Normandy Inva-
sion would not have been possible without the help of the
French Maquis, or the Free French Resistance. The group
aided the Allies by preventing German reserves from reach-
ing Normandy for 48 to 72 hours, he said.

They destroyed enemy territories, bridges and rail-
roads that served as pathways to Normandy. The French
Maquis were also involved in a “brilliant deception plan
with double-cross agents and false army divisions” known
as Operation Fortitude, which was successful in luring
German forces away from Normandy. The French-speak-
ing Cajuns served as translators and helped break German
codes, acted as spies and went on “fact finding” missions
through their work with the OSS.

Theriot said training included learning the ways of
the French and “real James Bond stuff. You were walking
on very thin ice.”

He said the men were told, “If you’re an agent in
France, you needed to act like the French. When you smoke,
you smoke until there’s nothing left. Your fingers had bet-
ter be brown.”

LeBlanc said he remembers harassing Germans and
that he once had to obtain 30,000 gallons of gasoline.” For
most of the unit commanders in France, one of the first
things they look for is, ‘Where is Frenchy,’ ”  he said. “What
they meant by Frenchy were the little Cajun boys. Without
the language and ability that we as young people have
learned from our families, we wouldn’t have been able to
translate from English to French.”

Louisiana Cajuns Assisted in Normandy Invasion
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Remembering 109 – Recollections of OSSers
by Corey Ford
The late Corey Ford served under General Donovan as an Air Force
colonel on liaison duty. He knew Donovan well and often visited him
after the war. His book, Donovan of the OSS, is one of the better por-
traits of General Donovan in war and peace, as these excerpts reveal.

I  realized how little I knew, how little anyone really knew,
of the General. Even now as I approach the end of this

biography, after reading all his personal diaries and letters
and interviewing his family and closest associates, I still
wonder what the qualities were that made him unique.

“It isn’ t how brave you were yesterday,” he told me
in a moment of revealing frankness, “it’s how brave you
are today.” His coolness under fire—not only in war but in
government service—was the result of stern self-discipline.
Caught between the attacks of the extreme right and the ex-
treme left, he forced himself to remain objective and calm.

Though Donovan craved success, he refused to
achieve it by courting favor...he never was on intimate so-
cial terms with the president or the chiefs of staff, and no
personal note was permitted to creep into his official cor-
respondence. In every letter I have read, he states his case
factually, even bluntly, and avoids unctuous phrases to gain
his point. That same reluctance to indulge in campaign ora-
tory or glittering campaign promises was his political un-
doing. Because of his unwillingness to compromise with
the voters, he never won an elective office.

From 1924 to 1928, Donovan was Assistant to the
Attorney General in charge of the Anti-Trust Division, the
second highest position in the department. Donovan pro-

ceeded on the basic premise that businessmen in general
were honest, and their infringements were due more often
than not to ignorance of the law...“We do not think all merg-
ers are wrong,” Donovan stated, “nor do we fight big busi-
ness just because it is big. Our policy is to notify the firms
if their plans are illegal, so that they can make proper ad-
justments and avoid litigation...it’s better to be directed by
a traffic cop than trailed by a detective,” Donovan ex-
plained.

The very qualities which made him a leader also
served to set him apart. It is significant that Donovan had
no cronies, no bosom companions. The fact that he sur-
rounded himself, that he seemed to enjoy the confusion
and conflict of opinions, might indicate a natural gregari-
ousness; but it might as easily have been a compensation
for his essential loneliness. He was always a little with-
drawn, amiable but somehow aloof, dwellling in an aus-
tere and humorless world of his own. He denied himself
the ordinary pleasures—he did not smoke or drink, he
played squash not for the sport but to keep himself in physi-
cal condition. A hunting trip to Canada was one of the few
vacations associates ever knew him to take.

His sole relaxation was in reading, constantly seek-
ing new challenges and new concepts. His intellectual
curiousity was insatiable.

OSS veterans - Please send us your recollections
of 109. There must be many more stories. Please
share them with us. We’d love to hear from you.

William Becker, Temecula, CA
William E. Butterworth III, Daphne, AL
Thomas M. Carlin, Southern Pines, NC
Arthur Castagno, Edmonds, WA
John M. Collins, Indianapolis, IN
Robbie Cressman, Ontario, Canada
Laura Eide Erickson, Hayward, WI
Carl G. Finstrom, Williamsburg, VA
K.D. Foggo, Vienna, VA
Ronald Gonzalez, San Mateo, CA
Phillip A. Humphries, Fairfax, VA
Wyman W. Irwin, Valrico, FL

Joseph F. Jakub III, McLean, VA
Penny Levy, Jacksonville, FL
Walter C. Mazur, Hazleton, PA
Linda McCarthy, Front Royal, VA
Rhode McIntyre, Wellesley Hills, MA
Colleen G. Mitchell, San Carlos, CA
Marcella A. Monroe, Eugene, OR
Raymond V. O’Connor, Alexandria, VA
Hayden B. Peake, Alexandria, VA
Ami S. Petrucelli, Bethesda, MD
Michael Petrucelli, Bethesda, MD
Pierre Moulin, Waianae, HI

We welcome these OSS vets, lineal descendents, and associate members who have joined the Society:

New Society Members

Candace Power, Redlands, CA
Helga Resnik, Longboat Key, FL
Gregory Rabassa, OSS veteran,

New York, NY
Lewis Richard, Canyon Country, CA
David Sanzari, S. Hackensack, NJ
Ellen Schillace, St. Paul, MN
Walter Tomich, OSS veteran,

St.Clair Shores, MI
Ted Vigilante, Delanco, NJ

The OSS Society Newsletter is published quarterly by:
The OSS Society, Inc.
6723 Whittier Avenue, Suite 303A
McLean, Virginia 22101-4533

Phone: 703-356-6667 Fax: 703-790-0264
E-mail: osssociety@aol.com
Web: www.osssociety.org
© 2005 The OSS Society, Inc.
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Irving Adams, 83, who was a bombardier and  part
of the OSS Carpetbaggers group died Nov. 25, 2005.
Assigned to OSS in England, his group flew overnight
missions, mostly at low altitudes, and it was Adams’ job
to drop supply canisters and tell the agents when to go.
Because of these missions several agents were alive well
into the 1980s.

Robert William Bean, 87, died July 2, 2005
in Phoenix, Ariz. Born and educated in Council
Bluffs, Iowa, he graduated with honors from
Harvard University. He was studying at the
University of Oslo in April 1940 when the
Germans invaded. During WW II he served
as an Army Captain with  the OSS in Lon-
don and Norway. He worked as an econo-
mist, first with the Federal Reserve Board
and later in the U.S. Treasury Department.

Stanley H. Biber, 82, a small-town
Colorado doctor who for decades was inter-
nationally renowned as the dean of sex-change
surgery, died in Pueblo. Born in Des Moines,he
interrupted his studies, after graduating from
high school at 16, to work for the Office of Stra-
tegic Services. After the war, he enrolled at the
University of Iowa, where he earned a medical
degree in 1948.

George Martin Borel, 92, of Upper Arling-
ton, Ohio, passed away October 25, 2005. He was
a 2nd Lieutenant in the OSS in the Far East during
World War II.

Mary Burns , 89, executive secretary to U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Warren E. Burger, died Dec. 29,
2005 in Washington, D.C. During WWII, she had an
administrative role in London with the Office of Strate-
gic Services. This was followed by service in Germany
with U.S. Supreme Court Justice Robert H. Jackson,
chief counsel to the Nuremberg war-crime trials.

Waldemar B. “Waldo” Campbell, 94, a Foreign
Service officer who specialized in southern Africa, died
Dec.12, 2005 in Washington, D.C. Dr. Campbell had
been a teacher before he joined the OSS in Washington
early in World War II. He was later transferred to Alge-
ria and Italy. After the war, he joined the State Department
and worked in the Office of Intelligence Research before
becoming a Foreign Service officer.

John S. Canton, 86, a Marine Corps colonel who
served as an intelligence and combat officer in three wars,
died Oct. 13, 2005 in Sarasota, Fla. Col. Canton was
born in Brooklyn, N.Y. and grew up in Casablanca,
Morocco, where his family had an import-export busi-
ness. He attended secondary school and engineering

In Memoriam

college in France. He returned to the United States
shortly before World War II and joined the Marine
Corps. Because he spoke French, Portuguese,
Spanish, Italian, Arabic and some Slavic languages,
he was assigned to the Office of Strategic Services.

Al Capet, 97, a retired economist and statis-
tician, died Nov. 8, 2005 in Margate, Fla. Mr. Capet
was born in New York City and grew up in Phila-
delphia. During World War II, he served in the Of-
fice of Strategic Services. His OSS duties involved
drawing up maps pinpointing German railway traf-
fic in and out of the Ploesti oil fields in Romania.
The maps were used for precision bombing by Al-
lied aircraft.

William Joseph Carey, 85, a retired Air
Force colonel, died Dec. 28 at his home in Clinton,
Md.  He joined the Army National Guard in 1939
and was at Pearl Harbor at the start of World War II.
He was assigned to the Army Air Force and sent to
England as part of the newly-formed group known
as the Carpetbaggers, which flew unescorted night
missions to supply resistance groups behind German
lines in Western Europe for OSS.

Dr. Charles Kenneth Cloninger, 89, of
Charlotte, N.C. died Oct. 15, 2005. He was a stu-
dent at the Univ. of Missouri when World War II
interrupted his studies and took him to China,
Burma, India, and Europe in the service of the OSS.
After the war, he obtained his doctoral degree from
the University of Missouri. He was recalled to ac-
tive service during the Korean War. In 1958, he

accepted a position with Buckman Laboratories in Mem-
phis, Tenn. and remained with the company until he re-
tired in 1986.

Charles Francis Eason Sr., 93, a lawyer with the
Atomic Energy Commission who later worked as a con-
sultant to the nuclear industry, died Jan. 21, 2006 in
Bethesda, Md. He worked as a lawyer with the War De-
partment in New York before joining the Army in 1943.
He was attached to the OSS in India.

Alfr ed E. Gagnon, 81, died Nov. 8, 2005, at his
home in Bedford, N.H. after a long illness. Born in
Manchester, he was a veteran of the Office of Strategic
Services during World War II. He served in Europe,
Africa and China.

George Gerbner, 86, an educator and pioneer re-
searcher into the influence of television violence on
viewers’ perceptions died in Philadelphia. Gerbner was
former dean of the Annenberg School for Communica-
tion at the University of Pennsylvania. Born in Budapest,
Hungary, Gerbner had a lifelong interest in folklore and
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In Memoriam
literature. He began his studies at the University of
Budapest before fleeing fascist Hungary in 1939. Gerbner
served in the U.S. Army in Europe during WW II, work-
ing with the Office of Strategic Services, parachuting be-
hind enemy lines and earning a Bronze Star.

Louis J. Hector, 89, the iconic senior partner of
one of Florida’s most prominent law firms, Steel Hector
& Davis, died in Miami, Fla. A lawyer, businessman
and former official with the Eisenhower administration,
Hector had a distinguished career that spanned much of
the last century. He graduated from Harvard in 1938 and
was a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University in 1939. He
completed his L.L.B. at Yale in 1942 and served in the
OSS in China during World War II.

 John Hermard, 89, died July 31, 2005 in Arling-
ton, Va.  A China scholar, he served with the OSS in
Washington in 1945. He moved to the State Department
when OSS was disbanded.

Ar thur  Baird Hersey, 96, a retired economist with
the Federal Reserve Board, died July 22, 2005 at his
home in  Annapolis, Md. Mr. Hersey was born in
Tientsin, China, of missionary parents. He came to the
U.S. to attend Yale University to study mathematics and
physics. He taught at Hotchkiss School in Connecticut
where one of his students was former Supreme Court
Justice Potter Stewart. During World War II, he was with
the Office of Strategic Services for two years.

John H. Herz, 97, a scholar of international rela-
tions and law and one of a number of Jewish refugees
from Nazi Germany who found positions at black col-
leges and universities, died Dec. 26, 2005 at his home
in Scarsdale, N.Y. Dr. Herz was born in Düsseldorf, Ger-
many, and received a doctorate from the University of
Cologne in 1981. From 1945 to 1948, he worked as a
political analyst with the State Department. At the re-
quest of OSS Director William Donovan, Dr. Herz was
part of the U.S. legal delegation at the Nuremberg trials
and also helped draw up a plan for the democratization
of West Germany.

Helen Catherine “Kitty” DuBois Huntington , 90,
a Washington debutante, died Nov. 21, 2005 at her home
in Alexandria, VA. During World War II, she served in an
administrative role in the Office of Strategic Services. As-
signments took her to Europe, North Africa and the
Mediterranean region. In 1945, she married an Of-
fice of Strategic Services official, Ellery C. Hunting-
ton Jr. who died in 1987.

Peter S. Jennison, 82, the Taftsville, New Hamp-
shire author, book publisher, and historian, died Dec.
20, 2005 in Lebanon, N.H. He attended Phillips Acad-
emy, Andover Mass., and was graduated from
Middlebury College in 1947. During World War II he

served in the Army Tank Destroyers and overseas with
the OSS.

Arthur J. “Joe” Klingon , 83, died October 7,
2005 in his home in Waynesboro, Pa.  He enlisted in the
Air Force during World War II and served in the Office
of Strategic Services in Washington D.C. In June 1965,
Mr. Klingon served as Nuclear Weapons Officer with
the Joint Chiefs of Staff at Alternate National Military
Common Center at Fort Richie, MD.

Laur  P. Koozmin, 90, of Fairfax, Va. died June 17,
2005. Mr. Koozmin was born in Harbin, China, came to
the U.S. in 1934, and became a U.S. citizen in 1938. He
was drafted into the U.S. Army in 1941, and served with
the OSS in Italy, Austria, and Germany from 1944 to
1946. From 1949 until 1974, he was employed by the
CIA as an intelligence officer in Washington, D.C., with
overseas assignments in Germany, United Kingdom,
Norway, Netherlands, Mexico, and Chile.

Mike Kountouris,  91, died Dec. 4, 2005 from
heart failure. Kountouris was born on the Greek Island
of Patmos and immigrated to the United States in 1930.
During World War II he served behind enemy lines in
Greece with Special Forces, OSS. He was wounded,
earning his Purple Heart.

Marian (Betty) Blair Lemon , 87, died May 16,
2005 in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. Betty graduated from Syra-
cuse University in 1938. She enlisted in the OSS and
went to England in 1944. Later, she was assigned to
Spain for a year and worked as a clerk for the U.S. gov-
ernment. Betty was also a legal secretary for Judge Walter
B. Beals, who in 1946-47 served as presiding judge at the
First Military Tribunal at the Nuremburg Trials.

Tybel B. Litwin , 82, a retired official of the CIA’s
Foreign Broadcast Information Service, died Dec. 11,
2005 in Boston. Mrs. Litwin, who studied Romance lan-
guages in college, began her civil service career in the
1940s as a foreign broadcast monitor and translator with
the Office of Strategic Services. A charter member of
the CIA in 1947, she worked her way up from an editor
and analyst to become, in the mid-1970s, one of the
first women to obtain senior intelligence service status.

Rodney Loehr, 97, retired University of Minne-
sota professor and former Army historian has died. At
14, Rodney joined the Minnesota National Guard and
served for seven years. In 1938, Loehr received a Ph.D.
from the University and taught American history. He
rejoined the Army in 1941 as a historical officer with
the Joint Chiefs staff in Washington, D.C. He also served
in the OSS.

Donald MacInnis, 85, died in Brunswick, Maine,
Dec. 10, 2005. MacInnis served in the OSS as a coast
watcher in China during World War II. After the war he
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went to Taiwan with his family where he served as a
Methodist missionary from 1953 until 1966. He subse-
quently directed the National Council of Churches China
Program.

Colonel Edward V. Malcom, 91, passed away
Dec. 14, 2005 at his residence in Boothbay Harbor,
Maine. He was recruited by the Office of Strategic Ser-
vices and trained by British Intelligence. He served in
the 12th Army Group under General Omar Bradley and
was assigned to Special Forces Detachment 12.

 Dr. Barrington Moor e Jr., 92, died in his Cam-
bridge Mass. home Oct. 16, 2005. Barrington Moore was
a Harvard sociologist who helped change the way many
academics studied social and political history. He be-
came well known for his studies of Soviet politics in the
1940s and 1950s. During World War II, he worked in
the OSS as a strategic analyst.

Lt. Colonel Charles M. Parkin, Jr.,  member of
the Coordinator of Information which later was estab-
lished as OSS, died on December 28, 2005 in Richmond,
VA.  He was an early instructor of industrial sabotage and
demolitions at Camp B. Later, he served in China with the
Naval Group. He parachuted into southeast China in early
1945 to conduct reconnaissance of the possible landing
site for U.S. forces. He was a Regular Army Officer, Corps
of Engineers. He remained in the army after WWII and
was noteworthy for his work in rocketry.

 Robert P. Parkinson, 82, who worked for the
Census Bureau before retiring in 1978 as head of the
crime statistics analysis staff died Oct. 27, 2005 in Sil-
ver Spring, Md. He served in the Army during World
War II, including duty in China with the OSS.

Fred Welch Peel was born in Junction City, Ken-
tucky, Aug. 5, 1918, and died in Los Gatos, Calif., Nov.
10, 2005. During World War II he served as a captain in
the OSS. After the war he worked for the U.S. govern-
ment, ultimately as staff attorney of the Joint Congres-
sional Committee on Internal Revenue Taxation.

B. Winfr ed Ruffner, 93, died Dec. 27, 2005, at
the North Park Hospital in Hixson, Tenn. Shortly after
World War II began he was selected by Donovan of the
OSS to become the secretary/treasurer of the United
States Commercial Corporation. The unit was charged
with the objective of keeping the Germans from obtain-
ing chromium from the Iberian Peninsula, which was
the only known source of that important element out-
side of South Africa.

Alfr ed N. Sanzari, 86, who made millions con-
structing buildings throughout Bergen County, died Dec.
11, 2005, in Burnsville, New Jersey. Sanzari’s early work
consisted of installing metal for heating and ventilation
systems. When he was drafted by the Army in 1941, his

sheet-metal training helped him get assigned to the Of-
fice of Strategic Services.

Julian Steuer, 83, a stockbroker who was known
as the radio voice of Merrill Lynch when broadcasting
stock market reports, died at his home. Steuer enlisted
in the Army Reserves at the outbreak of World War II.
He studied Mandarin Chinese for a year at Stanford Uni-
versity and was assigned to the Office of Strategic Ser-
vices as an interpreter.

Joseph P. Verkamp, died Nov. 6, 2005, in Cincin-
nati, Ohio. He was 82. He was a principal engineer of the
world’s first nuclear frigate, the USS Bainbridge. The Navy
ship was launched in 1962, powered by reactors developed
by Mr. Verkamp and other engineers at G.E. He studied
engineering at the University of Cincinnati, where he was
a talented boxer. He quit college to join the Army in 1943,
and was assigned to the Office of Strategic Services. He
went on missions to rescue Allied prisoners of war in Asia.

Joseph L. Vigilante, 80, a former dean of the
School of Social Work at Adelphi University, died Dec.
25, 2005 in Delanco, N.J. From 1943 to 1945, he served
in the U.S. Army Air Corps and the Office of Strategic
Services, earning a Bronze Star. He served in the OSS as
a radio operator in Japanese-occupied China.

The rembrance service for Vigilante will be held
March 21 at 4:00 p.m. at the university center on the
Adelphi campus.

Paul L. Ward, 94, former president of Sarah
Lawrence College and executive secretary of the Ameri-
can Historical Association, died November 13, 2005 in
Gwynedd, Pa. Dr. Ward, an English legal historian and
former Episcopal Church missionary in China, headed
Sarah Lawrence, in Bronxville, N.Y., from 1960 to 1965.
Born in Turkey, he was raised in Lebanon, where his
father worked at the American University of Beirut. Dur-
ing WW II, he served in Washington with the OSS. In
the late 1940s, he worked in China as a missionary until
the takeover by the Communists.

Damon Watters, 90, died in Boynton Beach, Fla.
His service in the U.S. Army for the Office of Strategic
Services earned him a promotion to captain. After his
service in the Military, he served 25 years in the CIA. He
traveled through Germany, Laos, Japan, South America,
Hawaii and recruited people for the Bay of Pigs invasion.
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Stuart Power Dies: Aided in
Burma Rehab Project
Stuart Edgar Power, 84, died Nov. 1, 2005, in Loma Linda,
Calif. Power served in the U.S. Army during World War II,
from 1941 to 1945. While a paratrooper in North Africa,
he was seriously wounded. He spent five months in a hos-
pital recovering. Unfit to return to paratrooping, he volun-
teered for a new outfit called OSS.

Power was stationed behind enemy lines in Burma.
He worked with the Kachin, a tribal mountain people, in
resisting the Japanese.

“Before the United States dropped the atomic bomb,
the Japanese were in full retreat in Burma,” Power’s fel-
low OSS member Peter Lutken said. Lutken recalled Gen.
Aung San, leader of the Burmese forces, fighting for Ja-
pan, “technically” surrendered to Power when it was obvi-
ous the Japanese had been defeated.

In 1989, 35 years later, the Burmese leaders began to
open the country to the outside world. At a reunion of OSS
members, Power pitched the idea of returning to Burma to
start an agricultural improvement project to better the lives
of the people who helped them defeat the Japanese in World
War II. “Stuart felt that we owed them a lot. When we
picked up and left Burma, the Kachin were left high and
dry,” Lutken said. Project Old Soldier was begun in 1990.
Power and two fellow OSS members convinced the U.S.
Congress appropriate the funds for the project.

Columnist Jack Anderson Dies;
Had OSS Ties in Wartime China
A Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative reporter who for
years was America’s most widely-read newspaper colum-
nist, Jack N. Anderson, died Dec. 17, 2005 at his Bethesda
home at the age of 83.

A crusader in the mold of muckrakers from a century
ago, unbounded by contemporary notions of objectivity,
Mr. Anderson was highly successful during the 1950s and
1960s, when few reporters actively sought to uncover gov-
ernment wrongdoings.

Born in Long Beach, Calif., but raised in The Deseret,
Utah, a small town outside Salt Lake City, Anderson was
interested in newspaper work from an early age. After Pearl
Harbor, he persuaded the Deseret News to accredit him as
a foreign correspondent in China to report hometown news,
but he soon found that assignment dull.

So Mr. Anderson hitched a plane ride to a secret, be-
hind-the-lines CBI base operated by the Office of Strate-
gic Services command. Concerned to find a reporter at their
base, the OSS brass sent him to contact a band of Chinese
nationalist guerillas. From them, he found that a Chinese
civil war was raging, but he could not interest any U.S.
paper in the news.

His draft board had been looking for him for some
time and finally caught up with him in 1945. He was in-
ducted into the Army in the Chinese city of Chunking and
served with the Quartermaster Corps until 1947, working
on military newspapers and Armed Forces Radio.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Shearen Elebash Remembered for
Ready Wit and Humor
Shearen Elebash, 84, who died October 31 in Selma, Ala,
had a way with words and an ability to make people laugh.
A World War II incident showed his serious side as well. It
happened in French Indochina, where he served with OSS.
A navigator on a seaplane sent to extract a French opera-
tive in Japanese-held territory, Elebash was stunned to see
the man stand up in a boat and prepare to give a speech.
“The man said, ‘In the name of the French people and God,
I...” Elebash shouted back, ‘In the name of God, get in the
boat so we can escape.”  

Elebash, who died after a lingering illness, was a jew-
eler, an Ivy League graduate, and a one-time candidate for
governor of Alabama. Honorary pallbearers included two
Yale University classmates—former Sen. James Buckley
and Prescott Bush Jr., brother of former President George
H.W. Bush.

Noted German Historian
Gordon Craig Dies
Gordon A. Craig, 91, considered America’s dean of Ger-
man historians and a respected professor at Stanford Uni-
versity, died October 30, 2005 in Portola Valley, Calif.

The prolific writer and educator was described as “the
most distinguished historian of modern Germany in this coun-
try and possibly one of the greatest in the world” by his col-
league Peter Stansky, also a retired Stanford professor.

Craig, a native of Glasgow, Scotland, moved to
Canada and then to the United States as a child and earned
his bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degree at Princeton
University. He was also a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford Uni-
versity in England.

The scholar was a political analyst for the Office of Stra-
tegic Services, also worked for the State Department during
World War II, and was an officer in the Marine Corps.

He taught briefly at Yale and for 20 years at Princeton
before joining the Stanford faculty in 1961. He chaired
Stanford’s history department from 1972 to 1975 and again
in 1978 until his retirement in 1979, and was president of
the American Historical Association in 1981.

q

q
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Pete Karlow Dies:
Wr ongly Accused Mole
Serge “Peter” Karlow, 84, a former CIA intelligence of-
ficer who won a decades-long campaign to clear his name
after officials accused him of being a mole, died Nov. 3,
2005 in Montclair, N.J. His once-promising career at the
agency came to an abrupt end in the early 1960s when
Anatoly M. Golitsin, a recently defected KGB officer, told
CIA officials that there had been an American mole sta-
tioned in Germany. Golitsin said he believed that the last
name of the spy began with a “K.”  

With those clues, the CIA narrowed its list of sus-
pects to three people, including Mr. Karlow. Karlow had
been stationed in West Germany, began his career during
World War II with the Office Strategic Services. The New
York native and Swarthmore College graduate also served
in Algiers and Corsica. On a mission with naval intelli-
gence, he lost his leg in an explosion off the coast of Italy
when his PT boat triggered an acoustic mine. In 1962, in
an atmosphere of paranoia, Mr. Karlow found himself the
central figure in the CIA’s hunt for a mole.

Even though a four-month investigation failed to pro-
duce any evidence against him, Mr. Karlow was isolated,
shunned, and forced to resign under a cloud of suspicion.
Dogged in his efforts to win a public exonerating, Mr.
Karlow appealed to CIA directors William Casey and Wil-
liam H. Webster to reexamine his case. A CIA internal in-
vestigation opened in 1988 and found that the FBI had
cleared Mr. Karlow years earlier. In 1989, about 25 years
after the allegations first made, the CIA held a ceremony
in which Mr. Karlow received an apology, a medal, and
financial compensation.

Monument Dedicated to
Pippo’s Brigades
By Albert R. Materazzi

On July 31, 2005 a ceremony dedicating a monument
was held at Pian Novello honoring Partisans of the

Eleventh Zone Partisans Brigades (whose commander was
the late Manfredo Duccceschi aka Pippo) and Fifth Army
Soldiers who made the “ultimate sacrifice” in the war to
liberate Italy from the cruel Nazi/Fascists. Sponsoring it
were veterans of the Brigades led by OSSer Tiziano
Pallandri, wartime vice commander of the Brigades, and
the commune of Cutigliano near where it was erected. This
event is unique; nowhere in Italy has the USA OSS assis-
tance been so recognized

The principle orator was historian Prof.Carlo Gori of
the University of Pistoia. His speech was written with the
assistance of Tiziano. He paid tribute to the help and cour-
age of the Americans, and noted the numerous documents
from NARA we furnished that enrich the town’s historical
archives.

After Rome was liberated, seven of its best divisions
were transferred to the Seventh Army for the invasion of
southern France. As the result, the Fifth Army was unable
to breach the German Gothic line. The war in Italy became
the “forgotten war” during one of the worst winters in Italy’s
history in what turned out to be a stalemate. The Allied
troops were spread thin. The inexperienced and poorly
trained 92nd division anchored the western edge of the Al-
lied line

During the advance the army came into contact with
the Pippo Brigades in the Serchio valley that parallels the
coast. It was based in Barga, located in the no-man’s land
of the opposing armies. It was obvious that the partisans
could be a great asset. The OSS Fifth Army Detachment
was responsible for furnishing tactical intelligence and nur-
turing the partisan effort. Lacking sufficient personnel, five
officers and twenty enlisted men from the Italian OGs were
placed on detached service to assist them. The area was in
the II Corps sector, for which the late Maj. Stephen Rossetti
was the OSS liaison officer. He placed OG. Capt. Gerald
Sabatino with the Pippo Brigades who noted his courage
and ability. Using mules, supplies were sent to them over
the mountains

On Christmas Day 1944, the Fascist Monte Rosa Di-
vision, reconstituted and including German officers and
specialists, attacked the 92nd Division positions in the
Serchio Valley. The inexperienced soldiers panicked and
retreated, placing the port of Leghorn in jeopardy. The next
day the Pippo brigade struck the flanks of the invaders at
Sommocolonnia. Fearing a trap the Monte Rosa retreated.
The Pippo Brigades continued fighting alongside the allies
until they reached Milan.

Death of Free Thai Agent Reported

I t is with great sadness that I report that OSS-trained
Free Thai veteran Pisoot (code-named Pete)

Sudasna has recently passed away. Pete was very
active in keeping alive the story of OSS support to
Thailand against the Japanese. He was instrumental in
helping to set up the Free Thai museum in Bangkok,
and a valuable source for Dr. Bruce Reynolds’ excel-
lent book Thailand’s Secret War: The OSS, SOE, and
the Free Thai. Pete was also a fabulous host a year ago
when several OSS Det 101 veterans and I visited
Thailand. He will be missed. -           Troy Sacquety
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n n n n n I am trying to obtain more information about my uncle,
Harry Harms , who was in the OSS and stationed at Ft. Dix, NJ.
As a young boy, I remember him bringing me maps showing the
progress of the war and telling me about training recruits. His
service was an influence on my decision to go to West Point and
serve in the Army. I would appreciate any information on the
mission and functioning of the OSS at Ft. Dix.

George C. Friedel, 141 Minuteman Circle,
Allentown, NJ 08501  -  friedel@optonline.net

n n n n n My father, Reidar Arnesen, was a member of the OSS.
He came from Norway and was recruited while in the U.S.
Army. He spoke about swimming onto beaches at Normandy
and doing sand samples and attending a camp in Scotland. He
left the army as a second lieutenant and returned to civilian
life. He died in 2004. I have been involved with Air America
for two years in Laos in 1973. I would like to know where I
could find out more about operations involving my father.

Ralph Arnesen  - arnesenr@aol.com

n n n n n I learned a few days before my father passed that he was
in OSS. He talked about Burma and India.  Is there anyway I
can find out what he did there?  I only have limited records.
His name was George Herman Temple and he went into
service in Texas.

Michelle Temple Boyle - mich76903@yahoo.com

n n n n n My father, Philip Hardinger , deceased, was the medic
of group Emily, which parachuted into Cantal on June 9, 1944,
and was met by the Maquis. Among that group were several
Cajuns. My dad said that they were invaluable in communicat-
ing with the Maquis.  The personnel who have French
surnames are: G.M. Huguet, E.A. Trudeau, A.J.Cote,
A. Ouellet, A.P. Hennette, R.J. Bizaillon, and G.W.
LaCoutur e. I would be very interested to know what recollec-
tions these men might have. My father, mother and I made a
pilgrimage back to Cahors and the Lot in 1980. The reception
we received was unforgettable; the Ancien Combattants de la
Resistance were delighted that Dad had returned, and rolled
out the red carpet. I learned more about the activities of Group
Emily during that visit than I had ever heard from Dad. The
leader of the Maquis, le colonel Georges, came to participate
in the events. I would really like to hear from any members of
Group Emily.

Catherine Hardinger Shriver
shri208@insightbb.com

n n n n n My father, John E Corthorn, passed away Sept. 15,
2005. I’d like any information available on the OSS missions
he did. He was born in Chile and became a U.S. citizen while
in the Army.  It was not until he passed away that I found out
he had worked in the OSS. It would be very interesting to
know what he did.

Mary Daugherty - daugherm@soc.mil

n n n n n Please help me to find more about my mother’s uncle,
Edward E. Kjelness, OSS Norso group. His plane crashed on
Orkney Island Mar. 31, 1945.  Is there any place where I can
get photos of him? I have one photo of him, with S/SGT Toso
and Miss O. Randall taken in Washington in July 1943, in
Kavakos Club and also a photo of his grave in Norway.

Kaare Kjelness Schei, Bergen Norway
kschei@online.no

n n n n n Does any one have any memories of my father, Edward
Kos, who died in 1979. He enlisted in the Navy in March of
1943 at the age of 19 and was attached to the Office of
Strategic Services, Washington D.C. He had 19 weeks of
radioman school and one week of parachute school.  The only
person he mentioned in relation to his service was Elisabeth
Dunlevy. In the early ‘50s he received a request to join the
CIA as a radio operator/decoder for service in Europe. I would
appreciate any information on my father you may have.

Jefrey Kos jefrey.a.kos@abc.om
ossblackbird@earthlink.net

n n n n n I am trying to research information on my late grandfa-
ther, Charles H. Burritt , born 5/12/1914, and his involve-
ment with the OSS during WWII and later with CIA. I am
open to any suggestions as to who may help.

Devlin Powers - ragod3@yahoo.com

n n n n n I am a direct descendant of a veteran who may have been
a member of the OSS. My grandfather was William Patrick
Clarck, who held the rank of Lt. Col. when demobilized,
having served in Texas, Northern France, and Central Europe
theaters from 1942-46. I hope this is enough information to
check whether he was indeed a member of the OSS.

Gary Studwell - gdstudwell@wispertel.net

n n n n n I am a 22-year-old descendant of a member of the OSS.
His name was John Chukron. He passed away in 2000. I was
wondering if your organization had any more additional
information on my grandfather.

Jon Domian  jtdr4d@mizzou.edu

n n n n n My wife and I are researching information about my
grandfather, Sam Perusso. He joined OSS Dec. 1943  and
was assigned to OGs.  He served in combat with the OSS
behind enemy lines in the Rome-Arno area, northern
Apennines Mountains, Po Valley, and southern France.  His
separation qualification record states: “Served as an automatic
rifleman in a special parachute battalion overseas.”

kearney.jay@comcast.net

Help Wanted – by OSSer Families
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nnnnn In John L. Ginn’s book, Sugamo Prison, Tokyo, on
page 4, is the statement: “Other spies executed at Sugamo
included five American agents. In July 1943 William J.
Donovan, director of the Office of Strategic Services, sent a
six-man team into Japan as part of a B-29 bombing mission.
They parachuted from the plane at night over Honshu,
equipped with transmitters, Japanese currency, rations and
weapons. The Japanese soon realized that spies were reporting
their convoy and troop movements to the Allies. Japan lost five
ships in one convoy and four troop transports in another.
Military units searched the countryside and eventually caught
five of the OSS agents. They were taken to Sugamo, interro-
gated, and executed by hanging in November, 1944. The sixth
agent was never caught and continued to transmit ship move-
ments to the U.S. military.”

I have never read any account of the OSS success-
fully infiltrating agents into Japan during the war. This story is
now public record. If true I would like to know more about it.

Greg Schulte San Diego, California
grgschulte@yahoo.com

n n n n n I am a British historian working on a book about the war
in Italy from May 1944 to May 1945.  I am very anxious to
talk to OSS officers operating in Italy. I’d love to hear from
anybody who was serving with the OSS in Italy in 1944-45.
I’m anxious to hear about stories of OSS’s involvement with
Italian partisans.

james@jholland.co.uk

n n n n n I just received a file on X-2 agent Eric Timm. Can
anyone fill in some of the gaps regarding Timm and his
partner, Charles Michaelis?

denniswhitehead@gmail.com

n n n n n Does any OSSer know of Secret Military WWII Organi-
zations, either American or English operating in the ETO?
They would have personnel who spoke French and could have
been sent into France on a few hours notice. I have traced false
information as to Congressional Medal of Honor citations
directly to General Doolittle’s Office within hours of a top
secret B-24 and B-17 crash that was used to cover up the loss
of the B-24.

Group commanders who positively knew the crash
description in the medal citation were false submitted the two
applications. I obtained this information from one of the
survivors of the B-17 crash, the witnessing officer to events for
which the medals were awarded. When the applications
arrived, General Doolittle approved them, signed them and
forwarded them for General Eisenhower’s approval, unless he
already knew of the false information.I am in no way trying to
downgrade the medals awarded the two B-17 pilots.  What
they did in last minutes of their flight was as heroic as what the
medals were awarded for, and today it remains basically
unknown.

Willis S. Cole, Jr. -  ww1@ww1.org

Help Wanted – by Authors and Reseachers

 n n n n n I’m a British author researching OSS in Sicily in WWII.
Are there any veteran agents from this period I could contact
through your society to interview, agents such as Joseph
Russo or Max Corvo. Are these gentlemen still alive?

Tim Newark -  timn@fsmail.net

n n n n n I am writing a book about Gen. George S. Patton, Jr.
for Harper Collins. In connection with that I am seeking OSS/
SSU members who served in Germany, especially in the
Frankfurt-Wiesbaden-Heidelberg area, from the end of WWII
until Patton’s death December 22, 1945. The death and the
December 9th accident that preceded it are central to my
inquiry. Any information about either, as well as about the
NKVD in that area, NKVD-OSS relations, and rosters of OSS
offices and agents there would be greatly appreciated. For
instance, does anyone know of a Col. MacIntosh or Maj.
Stone who were in the OSS in Germany at that time? How
about an NKVD agent, Gen. Davidov?

Robert K Wilcox -  robkwilcox@aol.com
4064 Woodman Canyon,
Sherman Oaks, Ca. 91423

n n n n n I am looking for information on OSS detachment 202.
Recently I bought an old book from World War II. The name
Lucien E. Conein was written in it. I found out he was a
“Jed” and that he went to Indochina to join OSS detachment
202 after V.E. Day.  I was hoping to find more information on
this OSS detachment.

Jelle Hooiveld -  knoefstraat21@hotmail.com

n n n n n I am researching the life of an American David
Chethlahe Paladin who served the OSS during WWII. He
was captured behind enemy lines by the Germans while
wearing a German uniform. He was sent to Fursenberg
Internment Camp, then to Dachau. He did survive. He was
half Navajo. He later became an artist in New Mexico where
he died in 1984. Only bits and pieces of his life story have
been left behind and I’m trying to gather an accurate account
of his military service

Deborah George -  RoyRogers2@aol.com

n n n n n I am currently researching the military background of a
U.S. Army officer who was a member of the OSS. Herbert
Avedon was a member of the 2671st Special Reconnaissance
Battalion during WWII (Italy). He served in Korea and retired
from the Army as a Lt. Col. I am interested in any information
on Herbert Avedon’s actual military service from 1940 to
retirement.

John A. Frost, Capt., USN (Retired)
Arlington, VA 703-527-7544
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OSS Society Memorial Fund
We have referred to the OSS Society Memorial Fund in
past issues of the newsletter. Herewith we want to inform
you of the fund charter. The funds will be retained in a
separate account and used exclusively for the purposes
outlined in the charter. We have a lot of requirements to
memorialize the accomplishments of OSS, but lack the
funds. Since any contribution is tax deductible we wel-
come donations in any amount. If you wish, we will pub-
lish your name as a contributor, but not the amount. Checks
should be made payable to The OSS Society Memorial
Fund. Be assured the board of directors will be prudent
stewards of these funds.

The purpose of the fund is to be used exclusively
for granting awards and other recognition to individuals
who participated in the operations of OSS or COI; or have
rendered distinguished service in the democratic process
and cause of freedom; and establishing and maintaining
museums and physical memorials within the United States
or elsewhere memorializing the services, exploits, his-
tory, units and or members of OSS and COI.

All donations and contributions to this fund are tax
deductible under the provision of Section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code.

The OSS Society, Inc.
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McLean, VA 22101-4533
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