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Summer 2003

O.S.S. Society Annual Meeting Held
at Spy Museum in Washington

i

Three Generations; Barbara (Zuska) Podaski wearing medals she earned in Italy

(MO) including the Bronze Star; Scott Fossel, whose father served in London as
S chief, and his young son Pieter Fossel, who has not yet selected a career.

he 2003 annua meeting of the
I OSS Society washeld May 17
a the International Spy Mu-
seum in Washington, D.C. It was a
happy reunion for morethan fifty OSS
vets and their families.Sifting through
the early morning crowdsthat lined up
to visit the museum, genuine OSS
“gpies’ made their way to a secluded
room on the second floor where tables
were set up for breakfast and their
meeting.

Thisyear thereweremorelineal
descendents and their children in at-
tendance. And the new OSSflag hung
at the entrance, the white background
edged in gold, with the black spear-
head in the center.

OSS Society president Charles
Pinck gavean optimigtic review of the
past year. He pointed out that the OSS
Society online discussion group has
attracted over 400 members. Thishas
resulted in constant queries about rela
tives, OSS operations during World
Wear |1, and the need for information
by authorswriting books or film com-
panies planning historic documenta-
ries. Pinck aso reported that thereis
agreet ded of interest inthe OSS heri-
tage by the media, resulting in sev-
eral films by CNN, Fox News, and
British and Chinese companies. He
pointed out that the OSS specia op-
erations of 60 yearsago arebeingin-
corporated into today’s Specia Op-

erations Command in combating ter-
rorism and waging war, such as was
witnessedin lrag.

On the business side, Pinck re-
ported that The OSS Society recently
applied with the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice to be recognized as a 501(c)(3)
tax-exempt organization. Pending IRS
gpprovd, al donations made to The
OSS Society will be tax-deductible.
He urged OSSersto make acontribu-
tion now and to consider a contribu-
tion as part of their estate planning.
He also reported that the membership
has been strengthened by nearly 100
members duringthe past year.

OSS society chairman John H.
Waller welcomed the society members
and commented on the success of last
June’ s 60th anniversary celebrations.
He looked forward to more reunions
in the future. He introduced the new
president of the New England Chap-
ter of the OSS Society, Dan Pinck.
Danisthefather of OSS Society presi-
dent, Charles Pinck.

Another speaker, Gen. John
Singlaub, presented the new OSSflag,
which he had designed and made at
the request of the Specia Operations
Command at Fort Benning, where an
OSS stone marker has been placed at
theFort’ sAirborne Walk. Later, Gen.
Singlaub appeared in aFox Newsfilm,
shown at the end of the meeting, which
depicted three phases of OSS history.
Singlaub described his missions with
the Jedburghs behind the lines in
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France, and later in China. John Waller
told of exploits in the Middle East
where he represented X-2.

Elizabeth M cl ntosh gave the
Morale Operations(MO) report on her
work in China, and dso MO action in
England with such headliners as
Marlene Dietrich.

Elected to the Board of Direc-
torsof the Society weretwo new mem-
bers David Cooper Blee, son of
David Henry Blee, CBI theater,
former U.S. Deputy Assistant Secre-
tary of Energy and Congressional
Chief of Staff, and Fisher Howe, a
Washington, D.C. attorney who served
in London and the CBI thesater.

X e R .'....u.'u" |
General John Singlaub discusses the origin of the new OSSflag displayed at the
annual meeting.

Photosby Fred M clntosh and Scott Fossel

R
Reliving Past Ops Erasmus Kloman, SO Caserta, who lives
Hampton, L.I., son of former OSSer John Shaheen in China on the Eastern Shore, chats with Al Materazzi, OG, ltaly,
Theater and Anne Mary Ingraham, of Alexandria, Va., who about adventures in WWII.
served with OSSin London.

{ () 1

Old China Hands Walter L. Mess, Falls Church, Va., who Ladies Enjoy Reunion: Mrs. Chick Ikeda, Mrs. Paul Ursin,
supplied mules from China as pack animals for General Mrs. Rudolph Gomez, and Bonnie Moran enjoy a get-
Stillwell in Burma, discusses old times with Dan Pinck, also together at the annual OSS meeting at the Spy Museum.

China theater, author of popular book: Journey to Peking.
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New OSS Flag Presented at Fort Benning Ceremony

t was a cold and windswept

morning on April 10 when Maj.
Gen. John K. Singlaub presented
the newly-designed OSSflag at me-
morial services at the 26th annual
Airborne Awards Festival at Fort
Benning, Georgia.

Genera William Donovan originaly proposed the de-
sign of the OSS flag to the U.S. Army Heraldry Branch.
This year, Generad Singlaub produced aflag in collabora-
tion with the OSS society and the Heradry Branch at Fort
Belvoir supporting Donovan's origina concept.

As General Singlaub explained the design: the gold-
bordered white flag features a solid spearhead which, like
intelligence, is the first to penetrate the enemy. The solid
gold border stands for qudity. The two bands around the
spearhead represent Army and Navy services. Theentwined
rope on the border signifies strength. The black backdrop
behind the spear suggests the dark of night, when most
clandestine operations take place. The scroll at the bottom
of theflag reads: Office of Strategic Services.

Two hundred airborne veterans of World War 1, their
families, and active-duty soldiers attended the memoria.
At the ceremony, the colors of al airborne units, including
OSS, were posted on memoria stones located at the Air-
borne Walk at Eubanks Field, Fort Benning. Thiswak was
built in the shape of the famous airborne parachute badge,
outlined by 26 bronze plagues s&t in granite markers.

After passing the OSS colorsto the color guard to fly
over the OSS marker on the Airborne Walk, General
Singlaub delivered a short speech on the history of OSS
and the significance of General Donovan’s fight to create
and command the OSS. Generd Singlaubisan OSSveteran
who jumped into France before D-Day tolead aFrenchrresis-
tance group and later went to Chinato train Chinese guerril-
las. Later heserved as Chief of Staff, UN command, Korea.
The Genera, whose 35-year career reflects vanguard mili-

; i R v T e ey VU
Gen. John Singlaub (left) and Don Jutz (right) infantryman
in World War 11 with 82 Airborne in Normandy, at the OSS
memorial stone, with new OSSflag in background. Alsoin
the background are two jump towers used for training.

tary action, has been awarded more than 33 decorations, in-
cluding the Distinguished Service Medd.

JEDsHonored at Ceremony at Air

ack Berlin and Mac Austin, OSS Jedburghs, Team
Ammonia, were honored at the Mighty Eighth Air Force
Heritage Museum April 8 in Savannah, Georgia. A perma-
nent plague was placed in the museum’ smemoria gardens,
atributeto the JEDsfor their service behind enemy linesin
France. A luncheon and plague unveiling were held at
the museum where a crowd of approximately fifty people
gathered.
Bertrand Devacez, a Frenchman whose family aided
inthe Res stance and sheltered Mac Austin during the war,
spoke, and Jack Berlin gave theinvocation and regaled the
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ForceHeritage Museum

crowd with his stories of working with Mac Augtin and
their French team-member, Ray LeCompte. The Austin's
sons, John and Mike, and their families attended. Jack Ber-
lin was accompanied by his wife, Anna, and daughter,
Deborah.

The Austins had always thought that Sgt. Jack Berlin
had parachuted into a tree that night in St. Nathalene
10 April 1944, and not their father. This event gave the
former sergeant the opportunity to finaly dispe those ru-
mors, setting the record straight. It was Capt. Mac Austin
who landed in that tree!
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OSS COMVETS Reunion at Myrtle Beach

by Arthur Reinhardt

he OSS Communications Branch

held areunion at the Sand Dunes
Resort Hotel, Myrtle Beach, South
Carolinafrom May 6 to 8, 2003. The
thirty attendees were comprised of
twelve vets, spouses, family members,
and friends. Joe Tully organized the
event. Therewas agreat exchange of
“traffic’ and sharing remembrances
and happy experiences, and recalling
old friends.

At the farewell banquet, in the
spirited tradition of XBLCD, we pad
tribute (telephonically), to Jim
Ranney, to whom we are deeply in-
debted for creatingthe OSSCOMVET

Front Row, L-R: Isabelle Blake, C

athy Roy, Eleanor Bowlby, Mary Streilein,

— == -

Front Row, L-R: Frank Blake, J.D. Perkins, Joe Tully, Floyd Bowlby, Bob Scriven.
Rear: Steve Huston (LD), Wally Streilein, Dave Kenny, Mack Roper, Art Reinhardt,
Bill Roy, Allen Richter, Roy Lange, Bill Thompson.

organization, the HAM net, and edit-
ing and publishing our beloved news-
letter: XBLCD.

Stephen Cage, historian for the
U.S. Army Specid Ops Command,
aso attended. Stevehad been activated
for thelragi war and had just returned
from Baghdad in time for the event.
After listening to the many veterans
experiences, hecommented “| wasim-
pressed with the role OSS played in
World War 11 and my knowledge of
thework OSS did has been increased
tenfold.”

Ronnie Tully. Back Row: Betty Roper, Bonnie Thompson, Betty Lange

Cherchez Les Femmes
Tworequestsfor information on OSSladiesjust in:

OneisthelateAdele Kibr e, gifted linguist who spoke
seven languages and reportedly worked for OSS out of
Stockholm, later Nazi Germany. Her nephew, who is re-
searching family history, would like anyonein the OSS So-
ciety who knew of her during thewar, to let him know: Eric
Andersson at Eandersson@aol.com

The second lady, Edith Wilson M acefield, now re-
siding in Seattle WA, clams to have taken OSS training
and later become aBritish agent serving behind enemy lines
in France, later Germany. “Her tales are rather incredible,
but she seems cogent and level for alittle old white-haired
lady,” writes Jon K. Hahn, who would like more info from
OSSers or possibly British counterparts. His e-mail:
jonhahn@sesttle.pi.com.
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Dio Benedica L’ America:
Italian Partisan Support for Irag War

he beginning of the Irag war brought expressions of

support from former Italian OSS colleagues. President
Charles Pinck received the following letter from Treviso,
Ity from Dr. Luigi Sartori, who, during World War 11,
headed the Inter-Service Liaison Division and worked
closaly with OSS and the partisans: “I share full solidarity
with you this day, and hope this is the beginning of what
will be freedom and democracy for Irag. God bless the
United Statesand their armed forces.”

Al Materazzi, former OG who fought alongside the
partisans, adds that similar messages were received from
Tiziano Palandry, Piero Boni, Enio Tassanari, and Mario
Fiorantini, al Italian partisans during World War 11 who
supported the American OGs against the Nazisin Itay.
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Remembering 109 — Recollections of OSSers

by E. Howard Hunt

t wasabout 1924 when | first be-

came aware of aman named Wil-
liam Donovan. My father, a Buf-
falo attorney, said he hoped the oc-
casion would arise when | could
meet him. Col. Bill Donovan, he
said, was a nationa hero in the
Great War and had received the
Medal of Honor. He told me that
he and Bill were working to estab-
lish a new men’s club dedicated to athletics and fitness.
They had to raise funds from subscribers and for atime |
heard nothing more of the Buffalo Athletic Club.

The next time Dad mentioned Donovan to me he said
that Donovan, an Irish-Catholic Republican in heavily
Democratic Buffalo, was to be appointed U.S. Attorney.
Prohibition wasaforceto be reckoned with, giventhecity’s
closeness to Canada, and Donovan had said in public that
hewould enforce the law.

Donovan wasamember of two prominent town clubs:
the Buffalo Club and the Saturn. Members customarily kept
a bottle or two of smuggled whiskey in their private lock-
ers. This practice was a wide-open secret and Donovan
warned membersthat it wasillegal . Astime passed Donovan
saw no diminishing of acohol consumption so hetook U.S.
marshaswith him, and late one night, they forced open the
members lockersand their contents.

The booze could be replaced but not the esteem of the
membership. Donovan resigned his membership before he
was forced out. My father said that this unfortunate inci-
dent destroyed Donovan’s hope for a political future. The
Democratic candidate for governor was none other than
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Donovan's classmate at Columbia
Law School, who won handily.

Y ears later, Donovan turned his attention to foreign
affairs. Hislaw firm represented foreign governments and
manufacturers. After one trip abroad Donovan drew up a
detailed memo of hisfindings and submitted it to FDR who
met him at the White House. Donovan told the president
that the U.S. urgently needed an intelligence service, and
FDR’ sresponse wasto offer Donovan thejob as Coordina-
tor of Information, which Donovan reluctantly accepted.

By 1944 | had two Air Force tours abroad and was
assigned to the Air Force Tactical Center in Orlando,
Florida. There, life was easy — too easy — with ten-cent
drinks and fifty-cent steak dinners, not to mention plenty of
service-connected young ladies. Thewar was moving on—
without me—and my conscience ached. Presently, afriend
told me that a team from Washington was looking for
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volunteersto work against the enemy by unconventional
means, adding that a General Donovan headed this su-
per-secret organization.

| then telephoned my father who contacted General
Donovan. Next day, apriority cableinstructed meto present
myself at a Washington address ASAP. My superior of-
ficer reacted sourly letting me know that I’ d burned abridge
behind me.

Next morning, adriver met meand took meto agroup
of buildings near an old brewery. | was escorted to the most
presentable of the buildings and waited inside for an audi-
ence. Presently anaval officer guided meto the door num-
bered “109.” Once indde | saw Donovan seated behind a
large desk, in akhaki shirt with no tie and asingle decoration
—the Medd of Honor. After preliminary chitchat the generd
sad, “ So you want to get back in the fight. Is that it?’

“Yesdr. Any way | can”

“Good. Tl you what — in Europe things are cooling
down and we re bringing people home. But we need people
in Asia. How would you fed about working in China?’

“I’"dwelcomeit.”

Nodding, he got up. “I want you to understand that
you' Il be going through a screening process. If you makeit
—fine. If not, you'll be returned to your unit without preju-
dice. Okay?’

“Yes, sir —and thanks for the chance.”

“Tell your dad to cal me for lunch next time he'sin
town.”

Outside, my escort said, “You'll take the next avail-
able flight to Florida. Expect reassignment in a couple of
days.”

“The sooner the better. By the way, what’ sthe name
of the organization?’

He smiled: “the OSS — the Office of Strategic Ser-
vices. But don’t talk about it!”

So | rgjoined the war behind the lineswith OSS OGs
in China, rescuing Allied prisoners, ambushing Japanese
scouts, finaly returning home to eventualy join the CIA.
Its very existence is alasting memoria to 109.

The O.S.S. Society Newsletter is published
quarterly by:

The O.S.S. Society, Inc.

6723 Whittier Avenue, Suite 303A
McLean, Virginia 22101-4533
Telephone: 703-356-6667

Fax: 703-790-0264

E-mail: osssociety@aol.com
Web: www.osssociety.org
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Secret Plan for Post-OSS Agency

Surfaces at National Archives
n arecent article about William J. Donovan by Douglas
Tsuruoka, the author claims Donovan began drawing
up plans for a postwar spy agency early as 1944, but
Roosevelt’s death, together with Truman’s recalcitrance,
put an end to these plans.

Our trusty colleague at the National Archives, John
Taylor, has unearthed such a plan for a postwar inteli-
gence service in the mountains of OSS papers now on file
at the archives. The memo was sent September 15, 1944 to
Donovan' saide, Charles Cheston, from Richard Danielson
and R.C. Foster. (Both of these men were with S.I.) The
suggested name of the plan: Phoenix.

The memorandum stresses the need to set up acom-
pletely new agency because OSS has become too well
known as an undercover operation. It stresses the need to
recruit those OSS officers gtill available in covert action
fields, since they are aready trained. “ Secrecy is of the
greatest importance. The structure of Phoenix should be
based on SI, remembering that peacetime operations are
vadtly different from the war. Close collaboration should
be maintained with State, but dl field organizations should
contain only three operatives. a Foreign Service officer un-
der cover, afield administrator, and achief agent. All busi-
ness should be siphoned through State to him.

“The chief agent isthe most important asset: he must
have impeccable cover and araison d' etre. He should be a
top businessman or a banker or lawyer, well known in the
area. Use should be made of large American corporations
such as Eastman Kodak, International Harvester, Ford, etc.
The ultimate objective is to have this secret organization
working in al magjor Foreign Service ingtdlations, as soon
as possible.”

Helms Book-Signing Reception Held:
Attended by OSS/CIA Personnel

by John Waller

well-attended book signing and reception was held

April 14" a the Garfiedld Street, Washington, D.C.
home of CynthiaHelms, widow of the late Richard Helms,
veteran of OSS, former director of the CIA, and later am-
bassador to Iran.

Just before Helms' death he completed his biography:
ALook Over My Shoulder: ALifeintheCIA.

There was an extremely good turnout by members of
the OSS society, including OSS veteran William Hood, who
helped Dick in writing his book. Also present were many
foreign service, military intelligence, and CIA officers, in-
cluding CIA’ s present director, George Tenet.

Dick’s long-awaited book, published by Random
House, spans World War I1 and the beginnings of the era.of
serious international terrorism. Dick’s narrative is fasci-
nating and informative without compromising his reputa-
tion, described by his biographer Tom Powers, asthe“man
who kept the secrets.”

A forward to the book was provided by Henry
Kissinger who wrote: “ Helms s account isfascinating, acute
and subtle ... Thereisno public servant | respect more. It
was an honor to be Richard Hlm'’ s colleague; it enhanced
my life to be hisfriend.”

Dick’s book tells his story of postwar World War
Il foreign challenges, national security, and the Ameri-
can rise to the world' s greatest and most powerful na-
tion. Yet, while portraying his role in history, he has
succeeded in keeping his reputation as “the man who
kept the secrets.”

Boysfrom 101: Among the friendly group exchanging war
stories at the 101 lunch April 18 at Fort Myer were Art
Reinhardt, OSS, Commo; David Boak, OSS China; John
Turner, OSS Burma.
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Detachment 101 National Reunion
Set for Kansas in September

he annual nationa reunion of Detachment 101 will be
held in Kansas City, Mo., from Sept. 4 through 7, at
the Kansas City Marriott, the former Mulenbach Hotel,
an American ingtitution with an illustrious past.
OSS Society members are cordialy invited to share
a memorable weekend with the OSS Burma group, De-
tachment 101.
Those interested may contact:
Ace Ellis & 703-522-7481, or
Oliver E. Trechter, Ddlas, Texas, at 972-239-1499,
or at www.0SS-101.com
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Booksfor Summer Reading

Belly of the Beast by Judith L. Pearson. Thisisthe
story of an American prisoner of war, Estel Myers, aNavy
hospital corpsman who lived through starvation and dis-
ease in Manila s notorious Bilibid prison, but aso survived
acruel voyageto Japan aboard a Japanese death ship. Sen.
John McCain said, “ The book was asearing tribute to these
brave men.” Judith is currently working on a book about
OSS VirginiaHal and would liketo hear from any OSSers
who worked with Hall, or have any anecdotesto tell about
this OSS wartime heroine. Pearson can be reached at
www.JudithPearson.com (New American Library)

Ii“.t&*y/‘:}

Lost Crusader: The Secret Wars of ClA Director
William Colby by John Prados. From Italy to Vietnam,
and the controversid Phoenix program, to the military coup
in Indonesia, to Watergate, Colby was there. Prados be-
lieves that Colby probably saved the CIA from self-de-
structing three decades ago by submitting a693-page com-
pendium of CIA abusesthat totally alienated him from his
colleagues. But Colby’ s early exploitswith OSSwere aso
highly praised: parachuting into Nazi Norway as head of
the 100-man sabotage unit to blow up rail lines. Colby
died in 1996 on the Maryland shore, drowned while canoe-
ing done one April evening, adding more than a touch of
mystery to the end of aclandestine life. (Oxford University)

Partners at the Creation by James H. Critchfield
will be published thisfdl by the Naval Ingtitute Press. The
book dealswith the key CIA rolein the controversia post-
war dliance with former German officias to spy on the
Soviet Union. Critchfield, a decorated World War 11 Army
officer and later chief of the CIA’ sNear East and South Asia
divison, died April 22, 2003 in Williamsburg & age 86.

OSS Special Operationsin China by Col. Frances
B. Mills with Dr. John W. Brunner, is an important addi-
tion to coverage of OSS action in China. This story relates
activitiesof Specia Operations(SO) conducted intheform
of guerrillawarfare and sabotage against the Japanesearmy
forces, and their transportation system in China. Col. Mills
wasin charge of SO inthelarge areaof Chinanorth of the
Y angtze to Peiping. The stories he tells portray the adven-
ture, heroism, and great achievements by a small group of
OSS officersfighting aformidable Japanese army of about
one million men. Mill’ s accounts of these operations have

OSS Society - Summer 2003

remained classified for nearly 50 years; with the declassifi-
cation of much of this materid, the history can now be
told. Mills well-illustrated book reflects intense research
as well as exciting stories of first-hand action. (Phillips
Publications)

ey, /

Of Spiesand Lies: Asia Lie Detector Remembers
Vietnam by John F. Sullivan. This book will be of interest
to OSS readers. It tells the story of the polygraph as used
by CIA and, most important to CIA operationsin Vietnam,
to blunt the communist drive for world supremacy. (Uni-
versity of Kansas Press)

ey, /

The Death in Washington by Terry Kerntellsthe
story of Walter A. Krivitsky, thefirst high-ranking KGB
agent to defect to the West, warning of Stalin’s reign of
terror in the early *30s. This decision cost him his life.
He was shot in the head in the Bellevue Hotel,
Washington, D.C. Kern's book draws on once-classified
U.S. and British material.

Book Signings

John Waller, Chairman of the OSS Society, will be
discussing his book “ The Devil’s Doctor: Felix Kersten
and the Secret Plot to turn Himmler against Hitler” at the
Garbo meeting Room, Spy Museum, June 19th at 12 noon.
For further information cal: 202-654-0946. The book tells
the story of how physicdl therapist Kirsten, personal physi-
cal to Himmler, passed secret information to OSS opera-
tives.

Terry Kern will hold a book-signing and debrief-
ing at the Washington, D.C. spy museum on Thursday,
July 17 from noon to 1:30 p.m. discussing The Death in
Washington.

Earlier in May, OSSer Dan Pinck autographed his
book: Journey to Peking: A Secret Agent in Wartime China,
at a Spy Museum gathering.
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OSS-OG History Told in
Special WarfareMag

he origin of Army Specia

Forces was traced in the
June Fort Bragg Specia Forces
magazine, to the OSS opera-
tional groups conceived and de-
veloped under direction of Gen.
William J. Donovan. Thearticle
written by lan Sutherland, an
historian and retired army
Al Cox colonel, traces the beginnings
of OG operationsin France under Ser ge Obolensky and
Albert Cox.

OG training placed specid emphasison physical train-
ing, demolitions, specid weapons, and guerrillatactics, Ssmi-
lar to today’s Specia Forces tactics. A detailed map lo-
cates action of OG teams throughout southern France and
describes major operations in occupied France by OSS-
OGs and the French Maquisthey trained. Thereareindica-
tionsinthearticle of major differences between the Ameri-
cans and French Resistance groups, especialy the French
Communigs. Thearticleisnicdly illustrated: photo of Gen.
Donovan pinning the Bronze Star on Sergeant Cesar
Civetdla; OSS-OGs and Maguis aboard a dil apidated stor-
age truck; and Magjor Al Cox, who later ended up with the
OGsin the CBI theater.

Remember Liberty Ships?

Rides Available Now

101ers Sam Hapern and Mr. and Mrs.
Alger (Ace) Ellis are planning to spend a
day aboard a restored Liberty Ship this
month on asix-hour tour of the Chesapeske
Bay out of Baltimore. Ace says additional
voyagesareavailableinlate Juneand Sep-
tember. The cruiseswere announced at the
last 101 meeting. The trip includes break-
fast, lunch, music, and amenities.

Ace recdlls that he and 17 colleagues enjoyed the
luxury of a Liberty Ship cruise during World War |l — 56
sun-splashed days from Californiato Calcutta, India. En-
tertainment was twice-weekly, with boat drills, occasiona
general quarters, and klaxon warning of Japanese torpe-
does, which usudly turned out to be a porpoise wake.
Anyone interested in revisiting the past, check with Ace.
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OSSer Recalls Rescue of Nazi

Fritz Weildemann

SSer Grant (Bar ney) Fieldenof Tampa, Horidasends

an interesting account of the rescue of Fritz
Weidemann, German consul in Tientsin, China, adding to
Guy Martin’s account in the spring newdetter.

Weidemann's concern wasthat hewould fall into So-
viet hands since the Soviets were moving into Manchuria
and confiscating everything in sight.Weidemann therefore
arranged to contact OSS headquarters in Kunming, and
Fieldin, in the company of two other X-2 officers, flew to
Tientsin to pick him up. The FBI expressed strong interest
in debriefing Weidemann.

“Landing at Tientsin can best be described as a con-
trolled crash,” he writes. “Armed Japanese with swords
drawn surrounded our plane, but allowed usto land. Aswe
disembarked, a Japanese private came running towards us
and yelled, ‘Jesus Christ, am | glad to see you guys.’ He
was an American Nisa studying a Tokyo University when
war was declared, and he had beenimpressed in the Japanese
army. Unfortunately we couldn'’t take him back with us.”

Theteam rendezvoused with We demann and flew him
back to Kunming. “You had to like the guy,” he writes.
“Remember, hewasNazi officid for years, but hewasever
the diplomat: suave, black homburg, very sophisticated.”

Weidemann returned to Germany after the FBI finished
with him and later became involved in German palitics

Postwar Humor from Internet

First President Bush checksinwith son at White
House. “How’ sthewar going, W.?’
The happy response: “It’sin the bag, Dad!”
A A A
And no, Julia Child is not changing her title to
Freedom Chef.

Camp X Movie Deal

hat top-secret WWII spy training camp and radio com-

munications site, Camp X, operated by Sir William
Stephenson and used extensively by OSS agents, will fi-
nally be exposed. According to Lynn Phillip Hodson, au-
thor of Inside Camp X, a movie dea has been made and
filming will start within the year. Camp X was Situated on
Lake Ontario and is being gradually restored under direc-
tion of the Camp X Historical Society.
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Help Wanted — by Ossrs and Others

Stella Polaris|nfo Sought

Matthew Aid is writing an article on OSS operations in
Finland and Sweden during World War 11, focusing on the
OSSrolein operation Stella Polaris. He wantsinfo on the
operations and on the OSS chief in Stockholm, Wilho
Tikander. Contact Aid at mmaid@starpower.net.

SeeksBasic Training Data

Stratford Sherman writes: “1f any OSS membersrecall the
basic training they received as new recruits circa 1940, |
would be eager to talk with them. | am researching anovel
inspired in part by experiences of my late father, Her bert
Sherman, who received his OSS training in the D.C. and
Virginiaaress.” E-mail: strat@nitya.com.

French Resistance Query

Capt. Pierrick Roullet writes that he is searching for infor-
mation on a French resi stance unit operating with OSS near
Lyons, led by Jacques Alzairy deRoquefort. The captain’s
mother, Marie Francois Roulett nee Cady, was a member.
He says she was awarded the Croix deGuerre for her work
with the Reseau. Hise-mail: pierrick.roulett@ifrance.com

Sear chingfor CBI Colleagues

Robert John Kraft, who served with Field Photo outside
Kunming, Chinain 1944-45 is looking for any information
on this unit, incdluding Ralph Hogan, Fritz Jancor, and
Aaron Squires. Please contact Kraft at bklk@ myvine.com.
Another Field Photo query comesfrom Troy Sacquety, look-
ing for the son of Ted Varalay, who served with Field Photo,
Detachment 101. Heisinterested in photostaken in Burma
by Varday duringthewar. E-mail: sacquety@starpower.net

Info on Special OpsWanted

Bruce McCaw writes: My father, Lt. Col. John Elroy
M cCaw, worked on OSS Specia Projectsknown as opera
tions Aphrodite, Simmons, and Javaman. He worked with
OSSers John Shaheen and Jim Rand and is particularly
interested in Javaman, which called for blowing up the tun-
nel connecting Kyushu and Honshu prior to the invasion of
Japan. Hise-mail: cindyp@pistolcreek.com

Daughter SeeksDataon Father

“I am seeking information about my father, who served with
Wild Bill Donovanin 1944. HisnamewasM ar cus Alfred
Schillace. Hewasan interpreter and spoke French, Italian,
and Spanish. He served behind enemy lines in Morocco
and Italy. He passed away in 1966. Perhaps some of his
colleagues can tell me about him.” Ellen Schillace: Phone:
651-274-8739; or dlenschillace@att.net
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SeeksInfoon OSS Casualty

William A. Hill is researching material on Col. Peter
Dewey, the first OSSUS casudty in the Vietham War.
Dewey was shot by Vietnamese troops, supposedly mistak-
ing him for a Frenchman. Hill writes that he would appre-
ciate any OSSer’s memories of Dewey or the tragic inci-
dent. He would aso like to communicate with Capt.
Dewey’ sdaughter, who attended an OSS/Vietnam reunion
in1997. Hisaddress: PMB 370-1117 North Carbon Strest,
Marion, IL 62959. Phone/fax 618-997-8722

I nformation Request

OSSers who served in the ETO area, specificaly France,
may remember acolleague, Elizabeth M organ Miller, who
died in December, 2002 in Los Angeles. If so, Sabra
Waldfogel, who was working on the ancestry of Miller's
family, would appreciate hearing from any OSSers who
served with her. Waldfogd's address. 4444 Garfield Av-
enue South, Minnegpolis, MN, 55409.

Her e-mail is sawaldfogel @gwest.net

Resear cher NeedsHelp

Lisa Pellegrino of Yardley, Pennsylvania, is a researcher
for a book now being produced for St. Martin's Press on
members of Germany’s Abwehr who shared information
or were in contact with members of OSSto try and defeat
Hitler, including the July, 1944 attempt to nate him.
The author of the book is Agostino von Hasdle, a former
U.S. Marine and grandson of Ulrich von Hasde, who was
hanged for hisrolein the attempted assassination of Hitler.
Pellegrino would like to contact OSSers who have any
memories or personal papers that might shed light on this
period in history. Her address: 294 Cinnabar Lane, Yardley,
PA 19067; e-mail: Impell@juno.com.

OSS Society Officers

John H. Waller: Chairman
Charles T. Pinck: President
Willis S. Georgia lll: Treasurer
AloysiaP. Hamalainen: Secretary

OSS Society members are asked to send newsitems,
obit notices, and wartime memories to the editor:

Elizabeth M clntosh

42485 Cochran Mill Rd.
Leesburg, VA 20175

Next Newsletter Deadline - September 1, 2003

Page 9



In Memoriam

Earl B. Baker, 90, of Richmond, Ky., died April
16, 2003 at his home. During WWII he joined the U.S.
Army and was transferred to OSS as an intelligence of -
ficer. He worked on the west coast tracking down enemy
diens. After the war he took pride in developing area
subdivisions, established the Richmond tourism com-
mittee, and served as mayor of the town.

Jack Alan Barron, died April 5, 2003 at age
89. He was born in Detroit. During WWII he
served with OSS in France, Y ugoslaviaand the
Baltics. His remains will be interred at the
Arlington National Cemetery Columbarium.

John Henry “Jack” Bouma, son of
Dutch immigrantswho settled in Minnesota,
died Feb. 17, 2002 in Kensington, Mary-
land at age 84. During WWI1 hewasaNavy
hospital corpsman serving in western China
inaunit connected with OSS. His cover was
that of a Dutch teamerchant, since hewasflu-
ent in the language. He helped establish a medi-
ca supply route and mobile field hospital and
earned a Bronze Star. Later he became chief of
psychiatry at CIA.

John Colling, 83, diedin Sacramento, Cal.

Apr. 7, 2003. Born in Tianjin, China, he served
with the U.S. Army and was stationed in Burma.
He aso took part in the Dixie mission a Chinese
Communist headquartersin Y enan. He later wrote
a book about this mission: The Spirit of Yenan. He
wasafriend of Zhiu Enlai, Mao Tse Tung, and other
Chinese officias.

Joseph Faraguna, 86, died March 1, 2003. Fu-
neral services were held in Brooklyn, N.Y.. He was the
son of immigrantswho migrated from the northern Adriatic
and settled in Brooklyn. He served in China, Burma, In-
dia, Thailand, and Vietnam with OSS Dets. 101 and 404
from 1941 to 1945. After the war he joined the B.F.
Goodrich Co. Heissurvived by hiswife, daughter, and three
NS,

Donald W. Fiske, 86, died April 6, 2003 of aheart
atack at his home in Hyde Park, N.Y. A noted scholar in
thefield of psychology, Fiskewas particularly well known
for hisfocus on personality evaluation. In 1942 he helped
devise away to predict who would be best suited for naval
pilot training. After setting up aprogram he was transferred
to the OSS to help create similar tests to choose the best
candidatesto become spies. In additionto hiswife, Barbara,
heissurvived by two children.

Abram Gilmore Flues, 99, aWashington lawyer
who was assistant Secretary of the Treasury Department,
died March 1, 2003 at Bethesda Naval Hospital. Born in
Saginaw, Mich., he was graduated from Princeton and
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@ Harvard Law School. During WWII he served with
OSS, where he headed asmall group of paratroopers
aiding Yugodav partisans. He later was transferred
to central Europe where he directed OSS operations.
Heissurvived by hiswifeof 55 years, Louise, of Chevy
Chase, Md., and two granddaughters.

JamesBur nside Graham, former metropoli-
tan editor of the Norfolk Ledger-Star, died April 18,
2003 at his Norfolk, Va. home. During WWII he
served with the Army and transferred to OSS. He
saw duty in Washington, England, France, Luxem-
bourg, and Germany. After the war he returned to
work at the Washington Post. He is survived by his
wife, Elsie Payne.

Dean Georges May, a leading scholar in
French literature and former Y ale University provost,
died in March, 2003 at his home in New Haven,
Conn. Bornin Parisin 1920, he attended the Univer-
sity of Pariswhere hereceived his masters degreein
1937. He enlisted in the French army in 1939 and,
after thefall of France, migrated to the United States.
He enlisted in the U.S. Army and served with the
OSSfrom 1943 to 1945. After thewar he joined the
Yade faculty.

Ruth Alice Nyden, 89, of Charleston, W.Va,
died April 14, 2003 after along illness. She married
her husband, Paul Vincent Nyden, in Quincy, Mass.
They wereteaching musicin East Greenwich, R.l. Dur-
ing WWII they both worked for the OSS in Washing-
ton. Hetrand ated documents from Swedish and other
languages. She worked as a cryptographer, decoding
messages.

Glenwood S. Matthews, 83, retired Foreign Service
officer, died a hishomein Orlando, Florida, Nov. 5, 2002.
During WWII he served with OSS, operating clandestine
radio stationsin Nazi-occupied Europe from 1944 to 1945.
Hejoined the State Department in 1945 and served world-
wide. He met and married Foreign Service officer Ruth
Matthewsin Portugal. Mrs. Matthews and a son survive.

Elizabeth PhillipsM ason Orlandini, 92, acartog-
rapher who drafted hand maps for military action during
WWII, died in Falls Church, Va, May 1, 2003. Mrs.
Orlandini, who studied art in Boston, worked for the OSS
making mapsfor OSS agents. After the war she designed
maps and graphicsfor the Dept. of the Army.

Geraldine Fleming Pruner, 82 of Sun City, died
March 23, 2003. Shewasbornin Montclair, N.J., and was
agraduate of Fordham University. During WWI1 she served
in Indiawith the American Red Crosswhere shewas|oaned
totheU.S. Army to sing professionally for a Special Forces
group. Shortly after the war she served with the OSS in
Shanghai. She was buried in Montclair, N.J.
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In Memoriam

Prof. Franz Rosenthal, 86, an eminent interpreter
of Arabic literature and Islamic religion and a scholar of
Aramaic, died on April 8, 2003 at a hospice in Branford,
Conn. He had lived in Hamden, Conn., and was was Ster-
ling Professor Emeritus of Arabic at Yale.

Prof. Rosenthal, anative of Berlin, received adoctor-
ate in 1935 from the University of Berlin where he studied
classics and Oriental languages and civilizations. He left
Nazi Germany that year, soon after Kristallnacht. He went
to Sweden and Britain and, in 1940, moved to the United
States. During WWII he was a trandator for the OSS in
Washington. His brother, Gunther and most of his family
died in Nazi camps.

Irving G. Rudd, 95, Venice, Fla. died May 12, 2003.
Born April 29, 1908, in St. Petersburg, Russia, he moved
to Venice in 1979 from Washington, D.C. after retiring as
president of D.C. National Bank, now part of Bank of
America. Hewas an adjunct professor in the graduate school
of business at American University in Washington and
worked for the OSS during WWII. Hereceived abachelor's
degree in economics from Harvard University in 1929 and
amaster’ s degree and doctorate from Columbia University.

James*“ Jim” San Jule died March 3, 2003 at the
CaliforniaMedical Center in San Francisco of pneumonia.
He was 89. San Jule, who arrived in San Francisco from
Oklahoma as a teenage hobo during the Great Depression
became a leading housing advocate who helped dismantle
barriersthat prevented minoritiesfrom buying homes. Dur-
ing WWII he worked with OSS Detachment 404. He was
transported by submarine to the China coast to report on
enemy shipping and Japanese Air Force action.

George M athias Schneider diedin Aromas, Cdl.,
Oct. 24, 2002 and was buried at Arlington National Cem-
etery. Hewasborn in Germany and entered the United States
as an infant at Ellis Iland. During the war he served 30
missions with the Army Air Corps and later joined OSS.
He spoke most German dialects. He was | ater awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with four Oak L eaf
Clustersand the Bronze Star. Hiswife of 62 years, Nannely,
adaughter, and two granddaughters survive him.

Jane Ellen Smith-Hutton, 91, died Sept. 22, 2002,
in Southern Pines, NC. She was buried at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery on April 4, 2003, beside her husband, Capt.
Henri H. Smith-Hutton, USN. After Pearl Harbor in 1942
she was interned with her husband and daughter in Tokyo
in the American Embassy where her husband was Naval
Attache. After repatriation aboard the Gripsholm early in
the war, she served at OSS headquarters as Washington
manager for Far East MO (Morale Operations), and liai-
son to Project Marigold, producing and disseminating
slanted covert propagandaand rumors in Japan and China.
After the war the Smith-Huttons were posted to Pariswhere
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they remained for 22 years before retiring to Palo Alto,
Cadl. Sheis survived by daughters Cynthia Bowers, New
Y ork; Marsha Smith-Hutton, Boston; and two grandchil-
dren, New Y ork.

Henrietta Priscilla Talbot, 87, a federa office
worker who retired from the Department of Commercein
1981, died of congestive heart failure and cancer March 15,
2003 at her home in Washington, D.C. Ms. Tabot was a
lifelong Washingtonian. She graduated from Georgetown
Vigitation Convent School, and was a novitiate with the
Order of the Poor Clares of Perpetua Adoration, fromwhich
shewithdrew before taking her final vows. During WWII,
she served inthe Army asaliaison officer withthe OSSin
North Africaand France. After the war she was an assis-
tant in various federal offices, mostly the Department of
Commerce, until retiring.

William L. Van Alan, an architect, tennis champion,
and philanthropist, whose firm designed major public build-
ingsincluding portions of the PhiladelphiaInternational Air-
port, died of heart failure April 24, 2003 at his home in
North Palm Beach, Fla. He started his career as a drafts-
man, earning his master’s degree at Cambridge, England.
He served in the Navy during WWII and was transferred
tothe OSSin Italy.

Albert Earl Weisling, 85, died April 12, 2003 at
Deaconess Hospital, Evansville, Ind. He was a WWII Air
Force veteran and served as a special investigator with the
OSS. Entombment was at the Locust Hill Mausoleum,
Evansville.

LouisArnold Wiesner, 86, aretired Foreign Ser-
vice officer, died in Meredith, N.H. Sept. 20, 2002. A gradu-
ate of Harvard, he served with OSSin 1943 as aresearch
analyst. He leaves a wife, Elizabeth and four children.

Robin W. Winks, 72, YdeUniversity professor, died
April 7, 2003 at the Yae-New Haven hospital. He is best
remenber ed for hi s f amous book: Cloak and Gown: Schol-
ars in the Secret War, 1939-41. In that book he said that
the OSS, and later CIA, plumbed Y ale because it wasrife
with the “idiosyncratic individual, the person of odd curi-
osity and distinctive knowledge, the free-wheeling thinker
who went past tested systems and conventional wisdom to
the untried.”

Joseph “ Stan” Zbieg, 81, of Dracut, Mass. died
April 23, 2003. During WWII he served as aradio opera-
tor and specialist with the OSSin the Italian theater, where
he was part of ateam that destroyed rail and supply linesin
Northern Italy. He aso gathered information on enemy
movements. He was awarded the U.S. Bronze Star and re-
ceived a certificate of war from the Italian government.
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Services in UK Honor American

World War |l Heroes

emoria Day serviceswere held May 26 at the Cam-

bridge American Cemetery, Cambridgeshire, Eng.
Cliveand Mary Bassett, honorary life members of The OSS
Society, laid awresth at the grave markers of seven OSS
men who are buried there. The Bassetts have been attend-
ing the services since 1996. Mary makes the wreathes her-
sf. Honoring British and American soldiers, 119 other me-
morial wreathswerelaid at the cemetery.

The British-American servicewaswel| attended. Gen.
Arthur Licht, commander of USforcesin Europe, gavethe
address. Written on the Wall of the Missing at the cem-
etery: “The Americanswhose names appear, were part of the
price free men pay to defend human liberty ... \We owe adebt
to be paid with grateful remembrance of their sacrifice.”
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New OSS Society Members

Wewelcomethese OSSvetsand linealswhohavejoined
theSociety.

Ashley T. Clark, Arlington, TX (Jasper ThomasMallory)

Steven V. Detiberiis, Port Jefferson Station, NY (Victor
Detiberiis)

Phyllis DeWeese, Boulder City, NV (Robert C.
DeWeese, Jr.)

William P. Frazee, Bradenton, FL (Floyd R. Frazee)

James Briscoe Hanks, Little Rock, AR (Robert James
Brown)

Felicity Sue Hill, Gainesville, FL (Dorothy Gordon
Huston)

Austin D. Hunt, Miami, FL (E. Howard Hunt)

Peter Kwong, Parlin, NJ

Dick Kwong, Secaucus, NJ(Peter Kwong)

Judy Ann Pasquale, Beaver Fdls, PA (Raymond J.
Brewer)

Vincent L ePore, Medford, OR

Joan SerVaas, Indiangpalis, IN (Beurt SerVaas)

L ee Ziegler, Colorado Springs, CO (J.W. Bradbury)

Robert G. Zeigler, Indiangpolis, IN (GeorgeB. Zeigler
and Elizabeth Robertson Zeigler)

At left: Mary and Clive Bassett, with memorial wreath they
placed upon the gravesite of OSS men at the Cambridge
American Cemetery, England.

Page 12



