















































And belated congratulations to our Executive Committee Member, LD Isabel Hyde
Jasinowski, daughter of famous French SI Chief, Henry Hyde, (who is currently
writing his memoirs) for being promoted to Vice President, Government
Relations and head of Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company’s office in Washington
DC... then our ComVets will be glad to hear that their European Commo Chief,
George L. Graveson, wrote us he was 92 the 23rd of March "and going strong"

.. and Italian OG Larry DeMaria, now healthy again, writes he has been
getting more 0SS articles in local Italian Ohio newspapers, adding "good luck
and God Dbless the LD’s operating VSS to Kkeep up its good unknown &
unpublished reputation."®

Herewith a photo of Albert E. Materazzi being
awarded his well-deserved —-- for his untiring
through the vyears continuing efforts to
further 0SS inspired Italian-American
friendship (see pages 4 & 7 herein) -- Order B
of Merit of the Italian Republic by H.E. Dr.
Giorgio Musio, the Prefect of Rome, in Julius
Caesar’s Hall of the Campidoglio, on June 5,
1996.

Thanks to OG Caesar Civitella -- along with 10l1’er Jim Ward -- for
representing us at the USSSOCOM impressive change of Commanded Ceremony,
February 29th at Macdill, Air Force Base, Fl, for new CINC General Henry H.
Shelton and the retirement of our good friend, CINC for the past two years,
Wayne A. Downing (see p. 2 herein)... and to new VP Peter Karlow for
representing VSS at our incredible colleague, Col/Rev/Dr. Carl Eifter’s 90th
birthday celebration, June 27th, at his home in Salinas, CA. Congratulations
Carl, you’re a wonder!

Another 101’er, Thomas v. Moon (who also attended Carl Eifler’s 90th birthday
celebration) is making 0SS news on his own, writing recently: "I continue my
speaking engagements and now have a good slide show of many of our former
people and their exploits -- did my 4th Cruise as lecturer last November. I
get a great turnout as people are fascinated with the 0SS subject and era."
Good for you, Tom. Congrats for keeping our flag flying!... and word just in
from the Pinck family -- Boston’s Joan and Chinese General Dan and super
software sleuth, Exec Committee’s active LD, Washington DC based Charlie --
that they have been gratefully thanked by the Boston Red Sox for their
donation of a Moe Berg vintage baseball poster, being now framed/hung in
Fenway Park.

News from still most energetic Arab specialist Charles W. Hostler Sr. who you
will remember was US Ambassador to Bahrain during the Iraqui War (an original
X-2, whose subsequent 0SS service included Chief SCI, Third US Army, then in
Italy, finally replacing Frank Wisner Sr. in Romania) that he is leading
another "Mission of Understanding" to the Middle East for People to People
International (October 25th - November 10th) to learn about the cultures/
lifestyles of the people and the problems they face in Bahrain, Syria and
Egypt... and another LD in action, vivacious daughter of Jed extraordinary,
William H. Pietsch, Aloysia "Nini" Pietsch Hamalanian who has been/is
currently again attending/coordinating news coverage of the Presidential
Conventions for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch (as a member of the Pulitzer
Washington News Bureau).
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Mission Impossible

Alex Psomas, Aliquippa, Penn.; Andrew Mousalimas, Oakland; Alex Phillips, Oakland; Tom

Georgalos, Salinas at Lamarios Cafe at 15th and Franklin sheet: in 1945.

Members of elite WW II commando unit recall exploits

By Martin Snapp
Special fo The Moniclaron

Oakland last week for a reunion. They are

survivors of “Operation Noah's Ark,” anelite,
all-volunteer commando unit of the O.8.S. (the
forerunner of the CIA), who operated behind en-
emy lines in occupied Greece, Italy and Yugoslavia
during World War II.

Their names: Andy Mousalimas of Oakland;
Alex Phillips of Oakland; Jimmy Treposkoufes of
Alameda; Marcos Valvis of Castro Valley; Roger
Antonopoulis of San Jose; Chris Pariotis of
Edmonds, Wash.; Theodore Russell of Dearbom,
Mich.; Nick Cominos of Austin, Texas; and their
commanding officer, Maj. Robert Houlihan of Lex-
ington, Ky. Also present was Kay Blanas of Den-
ver, the widow of the unit's second in command,
Capt. (later Major) Frank Blanas.

Their mission: to sabotage the infrastructure,
collect intelligence and set up emergency landing
fields for damaged allied planes on their way home
from bombing missions.

Mission accomplished. In Greece alone, they
blew up 13 bridges, 11 locomotives, 72 trucks, two
power plants, three pillboxes, two armored cars,
two culverts, two mine shafts, one field piece, one
blockhouse, hundreds of boxcars and telegraph
poles, and thousands of miles of railroad track.

They caused so much trouble; they pinned down
a whopping 31 crack German divisions that other-

Somc of America's greatest heroes were in

wise would have been sent to France to stop the
Allied invasion on D-Day.

Never heard of them? You're not alone. The
whole operation was so hush-hush that the Ameri-
can government didn’t even admit it existed until a
couple of years ago.

But Adolf Hitler knew about them. According to
“Wild Bill” Donovan, the head of the O.S.S., “Hitler
rarely spent less than half an hour of his daily noon
conference -— his main military conference of the
day — discussing these operations and their impli-
cations.

The result was Hitler's infamous “Fuhrer Order
No. 003830,” better known as “The Commando
Order.” To quote:

“From now cn, all enemies on so-called Com-
mando missions, even if they are soldiers in uni-
form, whether armed or unarmed, in battle or in
flight, are to be slaughtered to the last man.

“Even if these individuals should apparently be
prepared to give themselves up, no pardon is to be
granted them. I will hold responsible under Military
Law all commanders and officers who fail to carry
out this order.

“Signed, Adolf Hitler,”

And his order was followed to the letter.

". ".lian-Americanunitsent 15 guys tonorth-
ern ltaly,” said Maj. Houlihan. “Theirmissionto go
into a railroad tunnel and blow up the roof, which is
difficult to repair. The O.S.S. had deal with the
Ttalian resistance to meet the group, but when the

See REUNION on page 4

Jeff Lindguist — STAFF

(Siftting) Major Robert Houlihan, Kay Blanos (widow of Major frank Blanos), Roger Antonopoulos,
Alex Phillips and Jimmy Treposkoufes. (Standing) Chris Pariotis, Nicholas Cominos, Marcos
Valvis, Ted Russell and Andy Mousalimas in 1996.

Life Member Andrew S. Mousalimas
sent us the alongside great clipping
from the front page of Oakland’s
Monteclarion of June 25th, (with
repeats in other area newspapers as
well as San Francisco’s "Hellenic
Journal") of the Mini Reunion of the
Greek OG’s held at his home in
Oakland (which space restraint
causes "to be continued" in the 1997
Newsletter) that speaks for itself.
Andy reports that (wounded in
Yugoslavia) Greek OG, Nick Cominos,
presently a Professor/Senior Lecture
in the Radio-TV-Films Dept of the
University of Texas, is Chairing a

-project "“to collect as many photos,

film, videotapes, etc from our 122nd
Info (Greek) Battalion days at Camp
Carson, Co to recent reunions" for a
Greek OG history. Good luck for an
excellent project!

Then new Member, former Security
Brancher, David McGinnis -- who also
attended the Palm Beach Florida Get-
Together March 23rd -- wrote us he
looks forward "to taking a more
active part in the 0SS Veterans
Society"... and Carpetbagger/VSS‘’er,
LTC "Brad" Bradbury reports
travelling, under Air Force orders,
throughout Eastern Europe and the US
for the Air Force Academy, seeking
books, oral histories and documents
about special operations for Air
Force cadets to research while
also successfully putting together
WW II air crews with indigenous
ground resistants. And he has just
advised that on October 11th there
will be an opening of a Special
Operations Section at the US Air
Force Armament Museum (of Elgin Air
Force Base, FL) to which we are
sending an 0SS Plaque and Brad is
giving them a Carpetbagger’s Plaque
as WW II Memorabilia... while
European MO Walter R. Henschel,
writes amusingly: "Glad to hear that
Veterans of 0SS will be and is very
much alive. I can almost say the
same about myself."
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ITNQUIRIES

FYI, during all our moving etc, troubles your office nevertheless has been

handling an again increasing numbers of inquiries -- with the especial good
help of VSS Secretary Betty McIntosh (whose book "SISTER OF SPIES" about the
women in 0SS is now in galley form) -- that have been received not only from

Members, but have been referred to us by the National Archives and even CIA.
It is interesting to note in passing, that in answering inquiries from CIA to
verify if people had been in 0SS, I have pointed out that the Agency has
never declassified our Personnel roster -- and Ward Warren, the new Curator
of their Historical Section, is now looking into why not! Perhaps we can
then finally find out how many and who were officially in our ranks.

The following are several inquiries with which we would like your help: one
who asks "Am writing a history of the 1lst Combat Squadron. Also known as
"The Great Snafu Fleet," (emblazoned in large script letters on the sides of
their aircraft), who flew their C-47’s in support of 0SS operations in China
in 1945. I am looking for 0SS vets who served on (or supported) Teanms
Jackal, Pigeon, and Quail, along with anyone else who was at Hsian,
especially connected with air operations, (who may have information and
photos to fill in the gaps of declassified 0SS records). Hoping to publish
"The Great Snafu Fleet" in mid 97". If you can help, contact Gerald White,
1818 Barbee St., McLean, VA 22101 or call him evenings at (703) 734-7918...
and Margaret, newly upgraded Life Member Widow VSS‘’er of Robert W. Bimler
(who was a Security NCO at 0SS HQ, Baker St., London) wrote "If you were a
Jedburgh who used the code name "Emerald", would you please get in touch with
me. (12 Raffia Rd., Enfield CT, tel 860-749-7857)... and LD Richard Crooks
would like to hear from anyone who new his late uncle, Jack Barron "“who
served in England, France, Yugo, Latvia or Weisbaden. He held several NCO
ranks and served in the ETO 1943-46 (6252 Gilbert Circle, West Bend, WI
53095)... then a collector of historically important Match Covers is seeking
info on -- probably 0SS MO such covers =-- one degrading Pierre Laval and
another in Burmese, seeming to exhort then to drive the Japanese out. Any
knowledge/leads would be appreciated by Michael A. Samuels, 2713 Woodley
Place NW, Washington DC 20008-1518 (tel business: 202-223-7683, home 202-265-
7450).

And finally a very special inquiry: help for an 0SS Oral History Project --
with funding from the Center for the Study of Intelligence -- by a team of
young OSS historians from various parts of the country . Their goal is to
interview 30-40 former O0SS’ers over the next 12 months and "to thereby
preserve the unique experience of these veterans for future generations of
scholars, students, intelligence professionals, and the interested public."
Funding allows only the limited number of interviews, but the Project team
has already received a number of written memoirs from former 0SS Members. It
is planned to deposit the collected materials at the Library of Congress (and
Georgetown University) and to publish some of the transcribed interviews.
Your office/officers are in the process of helping research/interviews with
members of all our Branches to document 0SS’s wide ranging WW II operations.
0SS’ers who participate will be given clear sense of the format/interviews
and will be able to edit all transcribed texts. The Director of this Project
is Dr. Christof Mauch (who recently Co-edited "American and the German
Resistance to Hitler", Boulder: Westview 1996) reachable at Georgetown
University, Special Collections Division, 3700 O street, N.W. Washington,
D.C. 20057 (telephone 202 543-7719)... We hope that all contacted will
assist/ participate in this perhaps late, but most important and worthy
project.
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Inventor extraordinaire, Al Gross (the brains of our 0SS Joan/Eleanor
"Radio") continues to receive honorariums. He was in NY City May 17th to
receive The American Wireless Operators Association "Marconi Gold Medal of
Achievement" at their Annual Awards Dinner on May 17th at the USCG Officers
Club, Governors Island, for his early contributions on emergency wireless
(including his attempt to introduce hand-held two-way radios to the railroads
and the US Forest Service for use by their Fire-Jumpers during 1945-50!)
Bravo Al -- it doesn’t seem possible that it took so long for almost
universal use of walkie-talkies!

News that VSS’er Harry "Skittles" Hengshoon,
our Kachin colleague and Honorary Trustee of
the 088-101 Association, now 1living in
Fountain Valley CA, is receiving the China-
Burma-India Veterans Association outstanding
American "Americanism Award" for 1996 at their
Annual Reunion Banquet on September 2nd at the
Hyatt Hotel, in Irvine CA. Previous winners
include Dr. Jonas Salk, LTG James H. Doolittle
and H. Ross Perot -- pretty good company,
Skittles (seen alongside, enjoying the 1995
Det 101 1995 Reunion in LA.) Congratulations!
But we still admire him for his outstanding
achievement of fathering six daughters!!

Now a personal note re my "retirement". You will recall in my "blue" letter
of February 20th, I said I would like to hand over the day to day operations
of VSS, to work on its transition to a hopefully LD-run Society and
concentrate on the Donovan Memorial Foundation’s Fellowship Program.
Unfortunately, as we actually were just about to launch this Program (he had
visited with me in Palm Beach for same, March 15/16), due to the tragic
unexpected accident to DMF Chairman Bill Colby, we have had to put the
Program on hold as we regroup from this great loss. Further, we have also
unexpectedly had to focus on replacing/orienting new staff within our final
offices/computers etc., as well as catch up on VSS activities with this
report. This report is of course only some of our News, but I feel it
certainly demonstrates the vitality of VSS and what we have to transition/
continue. To this end I am currently working on items from letterhead/logos
to a new Charter as well as -~ with the help of interested 0SS’ers and LD’s -
- to define/spell out what exactly the Society should do and, more important,
stand for: i.e. what, as many have asked, is the purpose of keeping our
organization ongoing?

Personally, I feel -- in a way not perhaps as yet properly defined -- that
each of us who came together/served in admiration and respect for each other
under General Donovan, realize in his or her own way that we had a very
special experience and were members of a very special group of Americans.
That we not only fought in comradeship for our country, but to preserve all
it stood for -- freedom, democracy, human rights and a way of life. And I
believe we all feel that our descendants, themselves even more special,
should carry on that something special and get to know each other for mutual
assistance and comradeship. Even at this late date, the more I learn about
our diversified individual and group WW II activities amazes me -- and makes
me feel in awe as to what General Donovan did and what we did for General
Donovan.
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No, I am not as yet even half-retired, because I feel it important to pass on
that something special we 0SS’ers had to our Descendants -- and make the
transition in 1997 to celebrate VSS’s 50th Anniversary. So I hope that all
of you who are equally interested -- and can -- will take the time/initiative
to help me, not only managerially, but intellectually make the transition of
what we stood for in 0SS as Veterans to a Society for our Descendants to keep
our special flame alive in the future and, in turn, the strong continuance of
our country and all it stands for (and let me "retire" to help establish the
Donovan Fellowship Program, also designed to assist this vital latter goal).

Before closing, there again have been a number of new 0SS involved books just
published -- per the herewith two most interesting/different Special Offers.
And just off the press, the newest "THE LAST AMERICAN ARISTOCRAT: The
Biography of Ambassador David K.E. Bruce", (by Nelson D. Lankford, Little
Brown) that we have not as yet seen reviewed/been able to read. And if you
are really interested in keeping updated on books/articles, Intelligence and
Security Commentary, the best source is the ever increasingly comprehensive
SURVEILLANT, now bi-monthly, of the National Intelligence Book Center,
Washington D.C. (2020 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Zip 20006-1846), edited by our
good friend Elizabeth Bancroft.

Please also find herewith a new 0SS logo tie Order Form
-- that includes an added credit-card wallet (made from
the same tie material). It is interesting to note, in
the alongside closeup of the late Bill Colby at his
formal Donovan Award Dinner -- if you look closely -- in
his quiet good humor, he was wearing an 0SS sporty bow
tie! I wonder how many noticed or had even thought of
this innovative use?

Finally many thanks for all who have been sending us news -- and especial
thanks to all those Life and Dues-paying (particularly from overseas) Members
who have sent us Gold Star and/or extra contributions. These are much

appreciated toward the extra expenses involved in our recent office moves and
current/upcoming transition activities. We would appreciate any and all
additional financial assistance from any who can help bring about the Society
of 0SS. And, since VSS originally helped the Donovan Memorial Foundation get
on its feet financially, we feel all such contributions can be made tax
exempt for now vice-versa help towards establishing the Society (just write
Society on your DMF check). As was written by Elizabeth, widow VSS’er of the
late Jed Ray Foster on sending us a generous contribution: "I think it is
very important to keep the heroic acts of our generation alive for future
generations.”" I hope you agree.
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